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Price 95p I 



ROCK 'N 
WRESTLE 

First Review 

(30 Copies «, 
Up for grabs 
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REVIEWS OF ! 



?jm Mercenary 
[ Doctor Who 



COMMODORE MAGIC 1 ! 
Type-in tricks 



STEVEN SPIELBERG p^nts 



raw»l r "" 



^ ROBERT ZEMECKIS film i 
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THE COMPUTER PROGRAM FROM , //J 



CONTENTS 



L WHAT'S GOING ON 



/dffi 40 P. 



10' 



"■ Rock 'n Wrestle a 



Shadowfire II, Outlaws, Deus Ex K 
Mercenary, plus previews of th< 
Uridium, Swords and Sorcery and 




Magic 

Short type-Ins to make your 64 do weird and 
wonderful things. It's new, It's tun, so what 



TOP SECRET II 

codes and 
messages tor any Commodore computer 
- second and final part. 
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c Tales 



Aft E 

U lM Our Stateside reporter brings you the In 

^^^^ story on Epyx, America's top games 
company. The people, the new games, the whole 
story - In Commodore User first - as you'd expect. 



8 FEEDBACK Mora gripes, Ukes. 
and assorted opinions on your very 
own page this month. 

51% CHART What sold best during Ihi 
*■■** Xmas soles bonanza. 

OQ HOT SHOTS Gome makers |. 



CO INTO THE VALLEY Book from 

•-■•■ %J his well-earned Christmas break, 
John Ransley' c 



Camden Palace with his Canon Sureshot. 



A3 HAPPY HACKER hh keeps 

"*** you posted on goings on al Micronet, 
Com pu net. and other news lor Commodore 



AC US HOTLINE Don Sulman 

'■■■' ■ phones In agoin with oil the latest 
news from Commodore's back yard. 

75 UGLY DUCKLING Panics 

# *■ DX-85 printer reviewed. It works like a 
Commodore, it works like an Epson . . . 

7 A BUSINESS 128 cm software 

# "* round up. Complete guide to all the 
useful software lor your new Commodore, 

of tree CP/M software. 



Si 



A0 PROGRAMSr-lrsttreetype-mtor 79 ESI V^?^ 

■•■■J. the 128. Penalty Shoot out for 64, and Cv^JiJ* ,'tt,^' °,t\«Z tLl°"J. 



Penalty Shoot out (or 64, and 

C16iPlus 4 owners c 
free type-in keyboor 



readers have lound out this r 




You can almost feel the tension of the big match breaking through the screen ...the expectant crowd is almost 

on top of you! You return the service with a Top-spin Backhand, then a Forehand Back-spin, the ball bounces 

high torn your opponent's looping, defensive lob... SMASH! ... a great shot opens the score . . . 

but this is only your first point! Play head to head or against the computer in this. Konami s Srst and best 

table-tennis simulation. 



« .^J.WHSMrTH,' 



1 P i l i nn SpMium Shops and all i 



DIMENSION 

computers Ltd. 



27/29 High Street 
Leicester LE14FP 
Tel: (0533) 57479 



THE MIDLAND'S LARGEST HOME COMPUTER STORE 




£x commodore 

PRINTER + SOFTWARE 
OFFERS 

COMMODORE MPS 801 
DOT MATRIX PRINTER £ 1 29.95* 

COMMODORE MPS 803 
DOT MATRIX PRINTER £139.95* 

COMMODORE DPS 1 101 
DAISY WHEEL PRINTER £229.95* 



with near letter quality mode £279.95 

'The above prices include: 

EASYSCRIPT WORD PROCESSOR, EASYFILE 

DATABASE, FUTURE FINANCE PLANNING PACKAGE. 



COMMODORE DRIVE OFFER 
1541 DISC DRIVE - £1 49.95 

Including Super Zanxon ana Ultima III games discs. 



COMMODORE 128 OFFER 

COMMODORE 128 - £269.95 

with FH E E C2N Data Record e r . 

Q u i ck B ro «n F ox Word proce ssor Ta pe a nd 

Practical Spreadsheet Tape. 



J&S? - E49.9S 

X*%fT - £59.95 

JUeMtT- £99.95 
£2fc*r- 

XlftW- £17.95 

iMrM - - £59.95 

SmW- £74.95 

.LUMT- £124.90 



£19.95 
£17,95 
iSftrrKr- £19.95 




Quick Brow it Foi (Word processor). Disc .. 
Quick Brown Foi [WordpmcessorJ.Tapa . . 
PracScalc(Spreadsheet>.Tape 



SIMON'S BASIC EXTENSION 

Adds 91 commands to Simon's Basic Cartridge. 

DiscorTape JJfcST- E1Z.9S 

ittST- £9.95 

INTHODUCTIONTOBASIC.TapeorDisc . SM4T- £9.95 



PRODUCT ENQUIRY HOT LINE 

PLEASE RING FOR DETAILS OF THE WIDE RANGE OF 

HARDWARE, SOFTWARE AND PERIPHERALS AVAILABLE VIA 

OUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE. 

COMMODORE 1901 COLOUR MONITOR £299.95 

Commodore MPS 801 Printer (without software) E99.95 

Commodore MPS 803 Printer (without software) E1 1 9,95 

Commodore 64/1 28 Green Screen Monitor E99.9S 

Commodore 128 £269.95 

Commodo re 1 570 D r i ve E 1 99. 95 

Commodore 1 28 + 1 570 Drive E449.95 

DPS 1 101 Daisy Wheel Printer (without software) £199.95 

~-|r Quickshot II Joysticks E1 4.95 

Currah Speech 64 £19.95 

PERSONAL CALLERS AND EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
ALLOFFERS STRICTLY SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 



Please add £1 .00 towards carriage 4 

under £40.00, and £5.00 Carriage on 

orders over £40.00 

:) rr,rq 10533/ 5747S/2IS?4m\U Ace 
Barclaycard number. 



ess: 

ITY PRICE 



. PLEASE ALLOW 7 PAYS FOB DELIVERY 



What's going on What's going on What's goiii g 

C128 

trade-in 

offer 

By now, you'll oil hove noticed 
Commodore's advert for its 
128 trade-in deal: you get £50 
oK a 128 by handing in your 
old Commodore 64. If yov 
trade in o non-Commodore 




Max Headroom 
Game 



nochine, you get i 
datasette instead. 

Obviously this is just a dressed up 
. 'i much needed since 
the corresponding Amstrad arid Atari 
models are much cheaper. Still, the 
idea makes good sense since you're 
already getting a 64 in the new 
'upgraded' machine. According to 
Commodore UK marketing boss, 
Chris Kaday: "we wanted to make it 






ini.v 



a computer game 1 



that verbose mixture of man 
and machine. Max Headroom. 

The game is based closely on the 
original Max Headroom film which was 
recently released on video. The film, 
which owes a lot to the brilliant 
American Flagg comics, concerns a TV 
reporter who discovers too much 



subliminal 






The game. Argus say. will folic 
film fairly closely with you havii 
break into the Network 23 TV st 
and get Max out by breaking va 
security codes and puzzles. 

Max Headroom will go on s; 
early '86 at £7.95. 



That's good news ft 



about getting a raw deal from 
Commodore — which means they're 
not making enough money. On top of 
that, they've got the added problem of 
returning those old and mouldy 
micros to Commodore in Corby. 



• And what will Commodore do with 
all those geriatric returned machines? 
oorimgfy, Chris Kaday 
won t say. We've got a pristine copy of 
Melbourne House's Rockn Wrestle 
game waiting for whoever sends us 
the most perceptive' suggestion. 



new Super Posol 
Strper-C languages for the 
64/128 from First Publishing 
arrived too late for our 
'Languages' feature last 
month, so here's the gen. 
They're both disk-bosed and 
cost £64.95 each. Super 
Pascal is a complete develop- 
ment package containing 
editor, compiler, assembler, 
ga-faster disk operating 
system (DOS), debugging and 
monitor aids. There's also a 
comprehensive 220-page 

compiler, linker and equally 

comprehensive 
documentation including an 
introduction to the language 
itself and a System Guide. 
Mare info from First Software 



The 

"almost 
everything 
modem" 

If you're unsure which of the many 
modems around will fit your 64 or 
128, Miracle Technology may have the 




.vitl it 



.; 6-1 M 



device simply plugs into the 
cartridge port on your micro and into 
your phone socket by means of the 
attached cable. 

For those of you in the know, 
Multimodem has autodial and auto- 



answer, supports CCITT V21/23 and 
Bell 103 standards and handles baud 
rates of 300/300, 1200/75 and 
75/1200. Confused? Suffice to say it 
lets you access Prestel, Micronet, 
Micro' ink. bulletin boards, telex and 
user to user communications. But 
you'll need £116 to buy it — and it 
won't let you access Com pu net. More 
details on 0473216141. 
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Amiga delayed 



major US software houses like Lotus 
and AshtonTate aren't bottiei ng wi!h 
the Amiga, may dent its business 
potential a little Commodore is selling 
its PC emulation disk at $99 in the 



Amiga fans will be 
disappointed at 
Commodore's announce- 
ment that its new 
wonder-micro won't 
reach the UK in quantity 

until June. Limited completely through sottwar 
supplies configured for programs won t run as quickly 
the American NT5C TV - 
standard will be 
available by March — but 
you won't be able to 
connect it to a British TV 
or video. 

Of course, later Amigas will work 
under the UK PAL system, but it's Still 
not decided where this 'European' 
model will be manufactured. By the 
time it rolls oft the assembly lines the 
remarkable enthusiasm it continues 
to generate may be going stale. 

The better news is that Commodore 
is marketing three basic entry-level 
software packages for the machine. 
Called Textcraft. Graphicraft and 
Musicratt. they're already available in 
the States at S79 each. For pro- 
fessional graphics use, Electronic Arts 
has produced Deluxe Paint At S129, 
it's the only package that really taps 
the Amiga's outstanding graphics and 
animation features. Apparently, the 
word is that Commodore will have 
around 100 titles by March — hmm. 

On the business front, news that 



Frantic Letters: From Plus/4 and 

CI 6 owners Fretting about me software 
support and the future of their micros 

form of Venturegate. The Leeds-based 



sell for these two 
copy of the list phone 



Club Corner: Ever heard of the 
British Computer Society? This august 
ng So make it with the 

'" i by setting up the 
r Young Computer 
■ AYCE to you. To join, 
yoL send Ihem c fiver and they send 

: : ::aok plus o monthly 
magazine "packed with competitions, 
articles, special offers" — must have 



Amiga as they do on the PC and it 
won't let you use any of the Amiga's 

British software houses, though, 
like Pegasus and Precision are 
preparing 'custom' software for the 
Amiga. Commodore asserts that many 
more software houses are beavering 
away (there's around 80 Amigas in the 
UK now). 

The general level ol interest was 
confirmed in December at the lush 
three-day Amiga Developers' Con- 
ference in Eastbourne, attended by 
around 100 British firms, 
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Feedback Feedback Feedback Feedback Fe 



whole i _ 
devoted to business soft- 
ware, anyone interested 
will buy o] 




>r Jeddah ai 

Richard Weiss, evidence here, but we're winning. Also, could you 

Dear Commodore User PO Box 225. all cynic* here, too. The print the coupons op- 

We are the proud owners ' lBlf ■ e4 iB safe for a while P°eite the ads rather 

of the C 16 and we find Saudi Arabia, though. than reviews? 

vour magazine inter P" ew > anyone able to top In response to Darryl 

esting but we would that? w « spoke to a Webb's letter in the 

however like to see more reader wno ' B had live A IHode-UD letter November issue, better 

of the C16 games 128salready. *- to have fun zapping 

bli shed B : ; Dear Commodore User, aliens in computer 

L -1, f A CyniC writes I would like to say that games than use violence 

school friends we find Dear Colore User. ££ ^^eould^ STlt^a^™! 

"---^ noTce^e^He^ ™ J^d mo^cfmnS ^LT^ ^ *> 



magazines that we can of the 

*^5£ *^™T„ ±£%* "IS. written to ask STou"^ 
t y° u ^ y° u could help me Ireland. 



com pie- not involve any violence . 
Russell Wallace, 



behalf of all Commodore slashed, < 



C16 i 

information, such as are included +l fre 



solve r\ problem I have 



games and charts. It or the machines 



My friend and I have how many people read 
L^CoUett and Andrea sin ply £».■«,«» I^S^Te ^^S^^ 

Son, s^s^les ssrr^ssss's is^'r^^s 

K^t .„* *™ . ». kh *" ? Pr °" ^ Cbmmado™ User, but Sot easy! out we're 1m- 

Fret not and turn to the bably join it}. I wmkon that thev arc ™„J^iu,£*. itZI 

News page. So home computer ^t t tn D y j^Uow Com *"""' 

manufacturers s 



manufacturers arc now modore User readers. Snnce reolv 

. trying to break into the ^ „ the aTgamaat Space reply 



Foreign business market <e^. between us, could you Dear Commodore User, 

ex change Commodore with the ple&Be pleaae print my Ref. 8pace mV ader letter 

n ^ „, r, *^t S? ?£ A t * a H letter to prove that I'm C.J. Hart, in December 

Dear Commodore User with the ST and Amstrad ^ ht * issue. The game is 

In reference to the with i .s new word pro- rJgnieiHulbert, available in Kettering 

August issue of Com- cesser). Manufacturers New ^ rt , Woolworths on cartridge 

modore User, in the let- are leaving the home- rjwent Price — wait for it — 

ters section. computer market (or V(m don't think we'd fall £1 95' 

The man that writ. <L for „ trick uke that ^ R . Shuk]a , 

about holding the record Wffl the 64 be next to go? , RothweU, 

Rt.irnmg Com- Will Commodore sign J Kettering 

He may this machine's death __ Northants. 



ning them, but I think I more businesslike 128? It Bulletin Board 

hold the record for "Never!" you cry. "It's Dear Commodore User. — *"" — 

travelling distances to too popular!" So was the First, I would like to say Dear Commodore User. 
returnfour (4) machines. Vio-20, remember? I that yours is the best I would like to use this 

I work in Saudi Arabia hope however, that the computer magazine for way of informing you 
and travelled 240 kilo- 64 will be around for a anyone with a Com- that my special bulletin 
metres each way to buy a while longer. modore computer. You board service is on line 

Commodore 64, 1541 and Oh, and congratula- have arcade game 24 hours a day. 
a Star SO- IOC printer, tions on your wonderful- reviews, an adventure The name of the 
Upon getting the mach- ly interesting magazine, column, news, technical system is S.B.B.S. Aber- 
ine home I found out that But why T-shirts as information, program deen and it has got 
the 84 didn't work and prizes for letters? Look listings — and business features like down- 
had to take it back to ex- out of your window. It's programs. loading, electronic mail- 
change. After six round winter. No one wears T- Why clutter up a section, 
trips, I managed to get a shirt's in winter! Do perfectly good home It runs on a 300 baud 
machine that works. they? I take a medium computer magazine with rate, is full duplex, 8 bit, 

I would like to know if sized one. I'll save it for business information? no parity. Finally, the 
there are any readers next summer. Most of your readers ig- telephone number to ac- 

that are also in Saudi and Conor McCarthy, nore it anyway, and asacess S.B.B.S. is: 

if there are any "Com- Longford, few pages on the subject 0224-781919. Noel Gad- 

puter Bulletin Boards" in Eire. can't possibly compare do, Aberdeen. 
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e JoinDaleHinthese3i]J ^arcade events 
to test your skill and stamina 
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Ocean Software s available from selected brandies of: , 
#.WHSMITH.(^) 



Ocean Software 

Ocean House 6 Central Street 

Manchester M25NS 

Telephone 06 1 B32 6633 Telex 669977 Oceans G 



Screen Scene 



KHHWBHSn 



Rock 'HI Wrestle 

Commodore 64 
Melbourne House 
Price: £14.95/disk 
£9.95|cass 



185 end is be 



All of this adds up to sky 
high expectations or the part example, 

of gamers for Rock 'N artem P< an Aeroplane Spin, throw. 
Wrestle, Plle Driu er, or Body Slam Stump 

To find out if Rock "N without first executing a sue- whilst 
Wrestle really does pack the 2£jf ** b ^"'"V 
punch, Eugene Lacey went 
e in Rock 'N 



Wre 



I nt) 



M o I 



Vh, 




opponent to th 
get a pin fall 

g floored h 






Despite the claim in tf 
structions that RSW is 
"complex game to play' 
are going to have to put 
lot of practice before 



- v ™ r appoint >s The Wrestlers 

to dry '. Gorgeous Greg - That's 

iy Pr«s - Dive at your the rvandeom 

' Milders forcing fladneck McCoy YOurt 




E32^ 



?ene 



tLenLn, LeenLne L 




All GAMES GUARANTEED IN STOCK 



^DISTRIBUTION^ 



5% DISCOUNT & FREE SECURICOR D ELIVERY ] 
ON ORDERS OVER £40. 
NOW! EASY ORDERING WITH 
OUR NEW FREEPOSJ ADDRESS. 




Send order to: 

UNITSOFT, 
FREEPOST, 
GLASGOW G14BRC. 



worsen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene 



Outlaws 

Commodore 64/128 

Ultimate 

Price: £9.95lcass 




is, taking Sound is fairly e 



they mingle with th 




■hpimiipiip 



3 



is shot here before th» gams wriH 1st you r 

www of Ww Rnat shoot out - no time to stop for 



'"*<?* 




galloping. The music was awful 
in tne desert you must nde to a though, way below standard, 

hiding out. P.'k them off as thny five outlaws in Little Rock the 

appear et the windows and you game then starts again - though 

will be allowed into the next this time there are ten outlaws 

stage. This is the Sioux territory and they are meaner. 

hazards appear here like eagles than simplv riding around the 
and fire balls. countryside shooting things up 

Eugene Laoey 



)u get to the boundary. All you nt 



SoukI ** 
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TASW0RD64 

THE WORDPROCESSORMOCfimCTERSPERLmEO^THESCREEm 

A Worophocmsso* Program ThatsAsGoooAs Your *«. 





tertf'LStfjy 
















I,- 1 w^'MI" 


"» ir tfi 


Ip ^ 


i iiva 


tl Ek! 


mr 






tf Tasword is pretty unique product. It's 80-coiumn display is well readable and backed up by a wellthouehtout 
program that really can hold its own in professional use. ft Commodore User November 1985 



Yourtextisphntedjustasyousetitoutonthescreen. 
TASWORD 64 comes complete with a quality 
manual and TASWORD 64 TUTOR. This teaches 
you wordprocessingusingTASWORD64. Whether 
youhaveseriousapplicationsorsimplywanttoleam 
about word processing TASWORD 64 and 
TASWORD 64 TUTOR make it easy and enjoyable. 



TASWORD 64 is a new member of the highly 
acclaimed TASWORD family of word processing 
programs. Eighty characters per line on the screen is 
justoneofthe features of this versatile program. 
With the eighb, ow know that 

WHATYOUSEEIS WHATYOU Wilt CETwhen 
you print your text. No need for text reformatting 
before printing and no need for horizontal scrolling. 
Available from goods 
Another remarkable feature 
of TASWORD I, 

CASSET T E ~£rT 95 
DISC £19.95 



SprlngfieldHouse.HydeTenace.leedsLS23LH.Tel:(0532)138301 

!fe TASMAti SOHWAHl, D&TCU, SPRINGFIELD HOUSC. H 1 




vacteqw/POr^piyabtetoTASMANSOHWAaiLtd^ ,'""""" """ 



^' 



Eompumart 




Perspex Disk Storage Box worth 
£10 when you buy 50 Disks 



10- 
10- 
50- 
50- 



5i" SINGLE SIDED/DOUBLE DENSITY 
BLANK DISKS (with FREE case) 

5f DOUBLE SIDED/DOUBLE DENSITY 
BLANK DISKS (with FREE case) 

5** SINGLE SIDED/DOUBLE DENSITY 
BLANK DISKS (with FREE Storage Box) 

5|' DOUBLE SIDED/DOUBLE DENSITY 
BLANK DISKS (with FREE Storage Box) 

GOODS DESPATCHED: Same day 1 st Class Post 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: If you are not completely 

satisfied wKh your purchase we will either exchange 

your disks or give a FULL REFUND - that's the 



Compumart, (DeptCU) 
iracedtau Road, Loughborough 
a. LE1 1 OQFTel (0»9) 16*259 




Screen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene i 



Moebius 

Commodore 64/128 
Infinite Games 
Price: £9.95lcass 




The Transformers 

Commodore 64/1 2B 

Ocean 

Price: £8.95fcass 
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ROCK YOUR MICRO 




emends the range o) the sound chip. 
Creating and modifying sounds Willi 
the sequencer allows you to sound- 



MJ.D.I (ADVANCED VERSION ONLY) 

Create, slore or play bach original 
music on your own MIDI keyboard then 

use the Editor and Synther' 

ules lor slep-ttme editing . 
shaping. Compatible » 
Passport and JMS intertac 
with most Casio. Korg. R 
Yamaha MIDI Keyboards. 



(TMS to AMS) 







V" 



ritrScBrfSGi 



S&K 



w 



{Screen Scene Screen Scene Sczeen Scene S 



Koronis Rift 
Commodore 641128 
Activision 
Price: £14.9 9 (disk 
£9.99|cass 







; hallen f- i G ,.pi,iH 



The screen displays a view of the fractal kind generated i 
Directly ahead is an abandoned hulk but you II have to deal with t 


at Guardian saucer first. 


py^'iB 






-mtSSmSiaA 



The fraetay an 



MS.te'uOjBffl 
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LeenLne LeenLne LeenLne L 




Below left: Energy Crystals cc 
instructions. 




■ " I" 










*": "J' 





ul Below Middle: Catering Provisions ktontirbd. Below Bight: Th* briefing room - tor mission 
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REWRITE WORLD HISTORY AS YOU ASSUME COMMAND 
)F THE ALLIED OR GERMAN FORCES IN THE ULTIMATE 
OFFENSIVE ON THE WESTERN FRONT!! 



Screen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene 



Deus Ex Machina 
Commodore 64 
Electric Dreams 
Price: £9.95fcass 







sloping from grasses through about 13 d 
WMmse. dot oni> as a one off". 




Chris Anderson 
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Screen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene & 



Space Pilot 2 
Commodore 64 
Anirog 

Price: £7.95/cass 
£9.95 disk 



& 



1 S* *' 



L*M 



te right and one to lire. (Use 



plane around a multi-scrolling avoiding, the aim simply baing to 
which began as biplanes and minutes, Each successive wave 



Scalextric 
Commodore 64 
Leisure Genius 
Price: £9.99/cass 

Scalextric. 1 remember piecing 
together the track for hours and 

to in the end is a racing game. 

You have the option to build 
your own track piece by piece 
like the toy (except none of the 

you can 90 straight for a 
raadymade Grand Prix circuit. 
Select the number of laps and 














B'^im 














msm 








) ihdmv 


Wm 




m« *">" »H «■■ uph HIKT^ 






start again. It's certainly a nice head challenge with the com- answer is no. The controls a 

With all this completed the posing views. So we come to the as either Pitstop of Pole Positio 
game becomes a simple head-to- crunch. Is it as good? The Playing the computer 1 found th 


d 
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The lun of thes. 
is in the overtake 



CriphiM *** 

Sound •• 

Toughnui ••* 

String Po».r • * 




Ballblazer 
Commodore 641128 

Activision 
Price: £9.99jcass 

It is the year 3097 and the Foe 






m your energyfield. A buzai 
to fight for the ball. 



js green ty. It gave me lit 



between the goal ing inhibited by the constraints 
laraude around the of the game, which is otherwise 
ries. This ell takes very cleverly programmed. 

aggression maybe. 
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Screen .Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene ft 




Sff KSi I^Bi 



Mi > <3|J* 

^ <□ * 






Ert/gmaleem explore Mi 
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~jcreen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene Sci 



m 



A- 



I -I 



*ii 




m & 



<W Strength icon; (c> Bar chart strength in, 



Oh, and there's another g 









mum i 


MjjMM 
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TURN YOUR COMPUTER INTO A PROFESSIONAL 
GAMES WRITING MACHINE FOR FUN AND PROFIT! 

LASER BASIC adds more than 250 commands to the resident BASIC. 
Includes an extended interpreter, a sprite/graphic designer and 2 sets of 

r —L^^^^ pre-defined sprites. Easy to use, 

'——'■j with a full demonstration program 
/ and extensive manual. 




OUT NOW FOR THE COMMODORE 64 



£14.95, 
£19.95, 



r Q LoseTBosicDisTeTwT ^ 
• □ Laser Basic Tape £14 .95 ' 


| Mdm:a | 


L--------J 



— 



Preview Preview Preview Preview Preview 




URIDIUM 



\ Iridium is the first of fif- 
een attacking Super 



Paradroid fans will be queuing 
up at their local games shops 
at the end of Feb to get their 
hand* on Urldium the sequel 
to Hewson's hit game, Andrew 
Hewson popped into the Com- 
modore User offices before 
Christmas to bring us this 
sneak colour screen-shot. 

It's set in deep space, fifteen huge 
enemy fortresses (Dreadnoughts to 
give them their proper names) float 

TnTfir"! of Xw/uriowT in "ou'r 

lercept and destroy it. No easy task this 



KeTT=rghlL. 

before you get 
Theshi ■ 



the ship's Protec- 
avoid the mines 
iffe the ship itself. 



Once you've penetrated the For- 
tress's defences you have to plant 
mines to finish it off completely. We 
haven't yet seen the explosion when 
Uridium goes up bul Andrew Hewson 
(not your standard, pushy, everything 
we do is amazing type) did soy that it 
was "breath-taking". 

It is actually a nuclear explosion. You 
have to set mines and then make good 
your escape before the mega-bang is 

But don't think that's the end of it. 
Uridium is only the first of fifteen Space 
Fortresses — each named after a 
metal, and each one tougher than the 

You pilot Monta Class Space 



Protection Fighter or the Dreadnought 
itself in view let fly with all you've got. 

The graphics invite obvious com- 
parisons with Poradroid. Programmer 
Andrew Braybrook has used the same 
shading and metallic effects 






_uggestian ot depth. This has 

been further emphasized by the use of 
shadows on Uridium created by your 
ship as it turns, dips and accelerates. 

Andrew H 



o take o "long tii 



■ 



lasers. To fly it you push forward o 
joystick — this will make it accelerate. 
When the joystick is centred the Manta 
will slow down, cruise, and then turn 
and cruise slowly in the opposite direc- 



nonages to destroy all fifteen Space 
fortresses, if and when that point is 
reached, say, perhaps by a member of 
the G Force, then you get three or 
four of the tougher crafts coming ot 
you again. This means that you can 
continue to up your high score. Getting 
more proficient at downing the Protec- 
tion Fighters in an ever shorter period 
of time earning even higher bonuses. 

The gome is due out ot the end of 
February but there's o full review in 
'--- User. 
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Preview Preview Preview Preview Preview *J 




The Lizards captured the im- friend; 
agination of a huge audience The one off' prr. 
when 'V was first shown on successful that V 



fed compulsive viewing. 

reduction proved sc 



s, disguis- 
es humans with near-perfect rubber 
masks, secretly syphoning off Earth's 
water whilst pretending to be our 



.. Great news for hard core 'V 

fans like me. More good news was to 
follow — DC Comics announced a 'V 
series and Oceon software a 'V game 
for the 64. So what happens in the 

You play the part of Resistance 
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.Preview Preview Preview Preview Preview j 




Name the two female liiards above' 
Who was the Star Child? 
What was - 



deadlw red rft»«t7 wa er supp * r ' ' a mas3 ' ve e*l 
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^VIZflSTflR 64,Js 

VIZJSWRTTE64 »&SS^™ 

VIZAWRlTE(DISK) I>« t67.S!l {CARTRIDGE) «M| £78.ssr 

Simons basic isav? 11 55 3 5 j» Jm HM««^r 44,35 

MASTER M (3AVE 1301 39.00 SoBWSifip » S„ PB ,:k- C l i21 67 !ii 

JETPAQK(T*PE) 14j>S S.wtal.^8,,,,!, 67.BS 



IT TOMORROW??? CALL U< 



Ptl c ..lncruo.vlT.nd POSTAGE ,_^^_. ^"^ ■ 



KHHa 




The single-handed STICK — unique m 
switches — standard 9 pin D plug — made'by 
John Hall, West Germany — £12.99. 

REVIEWS . . . 
Your Spectrum ... "A snip at £12.99. so if you're a 
stickler lor fast action games, get stuck in . . ." 
Your Computer , , . "Very sensitive and loss tiring 
to use than conventional joysticks . . ." 
Compunet . . . "Excel Is in sport games ..." 
Commodore Computing ... "A great help for the 
Tore complicated Might s -rjlatinr qamos . . ." 
MSX User . , . "Particularly good for the frantic 
sport simulations from Activision and Konami . . ." 
Also full range of John Hall GmbH high quality 

'■■-'■scrips. 
At you LOCAL DEALER or direct from LIGHTWAVE. 
Send s.a.e. tor pric;- list state A.^;. a d. Commodore, 
Atari. 
THE STICK £12.99 + £1.00 p& p. Cheques and POs to; 

LIGHTWAVE LEISURE LTD 

P.O. Box 23 

WALLASEY, MERSEYSIDE L44 1EW 

051-639 5050 



I 



fcreen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene 




Doctor Who And the 
Mines of Terror 
Commodore 64/128 
Micropower 
Price: £14.95!cass 






thwart The Maslpr's plans. Ir 
stcalir.y them. This involve! 
wamtairo around The Mines col 
acting in, nip like picks, si 



disappointment. It's basically a Doctor Who still leaves a 

straightforward platform game be desired. The graphics 

with you cast in the role of Tha mostly dull arm unintrrnstin 

Doctor. The Mines of Tnrror pro one th.ro,. And when yoj ge 



rain challenge than arcade at 



childhood nightmare 
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Screen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene I 




i. Preview Previ ew Preview Preview Preview 

PSS boss, Gary Mayes, is 
uncharacteristically cool about 
the launch date of the long 
awaited Swords and Sorcery. 




Swords and Sorcery 



The plot is spelt out in rhyme a 

WHEN DARK CABALLUS HIS 

COUNCILS LENDS US 
LETNOTTHEREDCLUPEA 

HARANGUE US 
TURN US FROM WHAT SEEMS 

TREMENDOUS AND 



THUS TO ZOBS GREAT TREASURE 

SEND US. 
The screen Is reminiscent of the old 
Beyond gome — Psytron, with a 3D oc- 
t maze panel and a 
-.- . at the bottom for the 
•r information. 
I he screen shot above was taken 
(ron, lh r Spectrum .vr-.inn nt the n".~ 
which has been on sale now for several 



(t and other 



PSS □ 



The game allows you to develop 
your own character. You can choose to 
specialise in magic, sword play, or 
whatever else takes your fancy. 

Swords and Sorcery is designed 
never to become obsolete — with a 
number of expansion modules plonn- 

Swords and Sorcery certainly looks 
like it is going to be a mammoth chal- 
lenge of adventure, strategy, and 
fighting. For o full G Force review 
wTien the gome is completely finished 
keep watching this space. 



The Edge are planning a world cade adventure blurb, but believe m 

wide launch for the 64 version Fairlight really is something special. 
of Fairlight — a smash hit on You play the part of the cloaks 

the Spectrum earlier in the adventurer, exploring the hundre 

year. plus room- - 1 * 

Fairlight 



ofthe3D-stylecostle. 



TOphics 



.credibly < 



A deol with a top American software 
label is under negotiation and an 
Amiga version of the gome is planned 

for millionaire gamers. The Lege'! ' Your short sword is used to fight off 

previous game this year - Wizardry the ores and other nasties that assail 

— out Ultimoted Ultimate's Pendroqon you on your quest, 

series with better graphics, ond a But there is much more to Fairlight 

tougher challenge. than exploring rooms and killing nasty 

Fairlight promies to be even better. creatures. 

Plot-wise it does not sound exceptional. The beautifully drawn objects in 

A wizard is locked up in a castle and various rooms ore intended for use. 

you have to find an ancient book to Boxes hove to be placed on top of each 

free him before something awful hap- other to enable you to reach items that 

pens. Now just stop right there. Don't are required, and chests can be open- 

you dare turn that page. Yes, I know ed and searched, 
you've heord it " ' 



p^^ 


WLA 



at page. 
,11 before 



you must keep this replenished 
we have only played the Spectr 
si on of Fairlight — from wh 
above screen dump was taken, 
assured os soon as the 64 ve 
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Screen Scene Screen Scene Sczeen Scene~^ j 




tA ___ _ _. ,^_ Steve Davis Snooker 

C16 £_ CDS Software LTD Commodore 1G 

CDS Software 
Price: £7.95/cass 




Sieve Davis Snooker was game ' EBch ° [s '-' r a 



Sealv. the only similarity bet- 
sn that and this CIS version 






The first megauissappoint- ^eTlTxoJ^iJ^'"'^ 
tha ' plaVn^ynSrself at £$£J£ pBnalised a " cor < 

cionado then Steve Davis wii 
doubt appeal to you. But I tt 

As anyone who' has watched ?!? C * L have , be f n ,tJO / 



V mo°s O . ke b 7in 5 ' """ 
J^k^ history of the worli 



Because of the C16 : 



going or 



ts of the game have had to 



Suyinj Po™ * * 
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Eveshamjtifros 



: [VTOze| 



WARE I 



^igi^ 







■ quality mode < ! P Fr° r |* <> Cp * '" "•w'tottm 

1 SS£ f ,% STaa « ° NLY £i «"oo' 

E -P«™ Pf ,„ tquMlyfofth 


Because it is the brxt prwfcKt of Hi type 
j-j'iKf Qtixr produce of its type Doutjler 



i— 3Baass- JlEBiF«l 






JuachdiscHh 



I S^S^^-'.'i" ■■'■•■'-■ 



" C u Ii.^nT^rr^ 



P?jfs? : TcrnjTinTTEs 

■.-■■■"- onl""-" bfum««'- „,.-:■- _: ■„„;; fel 



All prices include P&P and VAT. Send cheque. Postal FVF^H AM MICROS MiriTO TFNTRF 

EX£fZ3E£ ?°- Cre r d Card ord r fl ", epted ™=SJflffl ™ , ™r T IS JXHS: KSSr 

by phone. Callers welcome. Wide range of goods WORCESTERSHIRE COTTERIDGE, BIRMINGHAM. 

stocked. Trade enquiries welcome. European orders TeJ . 03S6 4) 989 Te| . 2 1-458 4564 




Screen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene $ 



Blade Runner 

Commodore 64/128 

CRL 

Price: £8.95icass 




Ctasa up of city streets. Main o: 






' Mvl« on the get trios 
31 fly with your The rr 




'o get going in the 

;an tell you. Then 



IB Epyx original and the jokes have to find ihs right o 
id answers are hidden in search an item of furniturt 

ound. Even the agent's echo- they aoply to change, I 



Basildon Bond 'XX^££!u^$ ZTl^ZJZtt.t 

Commodore 64/128 ,hEo "flma t < ., •. „ 3t ti ,, , 

Probe Software = aHe at,emp ' at api " 9 i,s ^ TeJ ,eT 4^ 

Price: £12.95/disk ^ISXXXSX ™*?£Zl&£* 

£9.95/caSS ches "' » ■•■-■•' comedy , , This „ probably sounds. I can't tt 






•don a TV this Probe ha 
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NO big SPLASH 

JUST FANTASTIC VALUE ON 

SOFTWARE 

NO OUTRAGEOUS CLAIMS: CHECK 

OTHER ADVERTISEMENTS 

BEST VALUE ANYWHERE! 



EXAMPLES OF PRICES 


RRP 


Our Price 


You Save 


£5.95 


£4.28 


£1.67 


£7.95 


£5.72 


£2.23 


£9.95 


£7.16 


£2.79 


£12.95 


£9.32 


£3.63 


£14.95 


£10.76 


£4.19 


£19.95 


£14.36 


£5.59 


•OTHER PRICES: Simply deduct 26% fr 



MAILORDER ONLY. C 



i. :.'■<.. 'e- 



V by a: 



lent). 



' Chequi 

' Full refund if not received within 10 days 

' EASY ORDERING: Select ANY new title for AN\ 

computer and post with remittance (please quo 
credit card details) to: 

SWIFTSOFT 

(DIVISION OF KERBLYRE LTD) 

DEPT: CU, VENTURE HOUSE, 

7 LEICESTER ROAD, LOUGHBOROUGH, 

LEICS. LE11 2AE. 

Telephone (0509) 234226 




FOR THE 

COMMODORE 64 or VIC 20 

ONLY £4,95 EACH 

f 1) PHYSICS O LEV/CSE 
( 2) BIOLOGY O LEV/CSE 
1 3) MATHS CSE 
( 4) COMPUTER STUDIES O LEV/CSE 
( 5) MATHS 12/14 YRS 
I 6) SCIENCE 12/14 YRS 
I 7| MATHS 8/1 1 YRS 
( 8| ARITHMETIC 7/10 YRS 
| 9) REASONING 1 1 + 
(10) KNOWLEDGE 9/99 YRS 
Immediate delivery by First Class Post 
MICRO DE BUG CONSULTANCY 
DEPT. CU. 60 SIR JOHNS ROAD 
SELLY PARK. BIRMINGHAM B29 7ER 
TEL. 021-472 7610 
I Please stats computer) 
Iten and produced by Qualified Educationalists. 



[C16/PLUS4 

i CENTRE 

; HUGE SELECTION OF SOFTWARE ' 
; NEW TITLES ADDED EVERY DAY ! 
DUST COVERS/ ! 

! EXPANSION PACKS/BOOKS \ 
\ IN FACT EVERYTHING TO DO « 
I WITH C16/PLUS 4 ! 



ANCO MARKETING 



BUSINESS SOFTWARE FOR 
COMMODORE 64 & 128 

PURCHASE LEDGER E60 + VAT 

Daybook, detailed due for payment report, VAT analysis, 
list of current balances, labels, 30 'live' transactions on each 
account capacity 200 accounts on 1 54 1 or 4040, 600 on 
8050 or 1200 on 8250, 



Statement daybook, aged debtors, add 

£85.22 + 
FINAL ACCOUNTS £60 h 

Foil double entry book keeping to final balance, profit and 
loss and balance sheet. Includes special entry routine; 
purchases and sales and teo types of journals, single dr 
matching single credits and groups of up to 100 of each. 
Monthly analysis, 20 user definable reports, details ' 
trail printout or ]ie accounts oi 

counts. 200 named nominal accounts on 1541 or 
700 on 8050 or 8250 
INTEGRATED ACCOUNTS £190 



Full refun 



d within 21 



Electronics Aids (Tewkesbury) Ltd 

62 High Street, EVESHAM, Worcs. WR1 1 HG 
Telephone: 0386 49339 or 038e 331020 





Computer Magic is our new monthly spot 
for the programmer with style* Resident 
wizard, Phil Comes, starts the ball 
rolling with a natty little collection of 
programming tricks and tips to make 
your 64 do clever and unusual things. 

But don't expect Phil to do all the work. He's 
waiting for you to send him your own bits of 
magic. All you have to do is write him a letter 
explaining your trick or tip, together with a short 
program and details of any hardware 
modifications (if any) you've made. If Phil thinks 
you're work is up to the mark, fame and fortune 
awaits you within the covers of Commodore User 
— and one of our great T-shirts. 

So what are you waiting for? Send your magic gems to: Computer Magic, Commodore 
User, Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London EC1R 3AU. 



Old programs for new 



After you have deleted a Basic program 
either by pressing a reset button or by typing 
NEW, the program is not actually removed 
from the machine's memory, it is just made 
inaccessible to the Basic interpreter. 

Now it can often happen that you will want 
to make the program accessible again, 
especially if you pressed reset. The next 
program does just that — it reverses the 
effect of NEW. Not surprisingly, this facility is 
called OLD on some other machines. 

'lie program creates a single Basic line 
with an OLD program embedded in a REM 
statement. Provided this line appears at the 
start of all your programs, you can recover 
them if you wish by typing SYS 2055. Line \ in 
the program below must be a REM, one 
quote. 31 spaces, and a closing quote. This 
line must not contain any extra spaces 
anywhere. 

What you do is to enter the whole listing 



and run it, If you have made no errors then 
the program will copy the OLD code over the 
REM statement spaces and then delete all 
the program except line 1 . This can then be 
saved for use later; you can add it to any 
program by LISTing it, loading the other 
program putting the cursor on the LISTed line 
1, then pressing the return key, To work, this 
one line must always be included as the first 
line In a program. 

1 REM'Thirty one spaces here SEE TEXT" 

1 FOR C = 2055 TO 2085 : READ A 

20 POKE C,A : NEXT A 

30 POKE 2088,0 : POKE 2089,0 

40 DATA 169.8.160,1,145,43 

50 DATA 32.51,165,24,138,105 

60 DATA 2,133,45,133,47,133 

70 DATA 49,165,35,109,157,161 

80 DATA 133,46,133,48,133,50,96 

The OLD program listing. 
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tffer 



/n*r 




Freeze a listing 

It always annoys me that there is no facility 
on the 64 to temporarily freeze the program 
scroll while it is being LISTed to the screen 
This means that you have to try to see what is 
going on while the listing glides gracefully 
upwards before your very eyes. 

Weil, not any more. The 64 has a small 
unused block of memory between locations 
679 and 767 just right for small machine- 
code routines. There is also a vector at 
address 774 which is used when Basic LISTs a 
program, and a flag at address 653 to 
detect when the SHIFT, CTRL or the Com- 
modore keys are pressed. 

By combining all these wonderful pieces of 
information, it didn't take long to produce a 
routine to perform the required function 

To add the LIST freeze facility to your 64, 

••O'J just ic-aa and „.,r, | hlj ;,rr jll l, s t„:g ,,^ the 

facility will be installed automatically. 

1 FOR C = 679 TO 686 : READ A 

20 POKE C,A : NEXT C 

30 POKE 687,PEEK(774) : POKE 774,167 

40 POKE 688,PEEKI775> : POKE 775 2 

50 DATA 72,173,141,2 

60 DATA 208,251,104,76 



Loony tunes 

How often have you written a sound 

program and wished that there was some 
way to reduce the quantify of data that has 
to be typed into the 64 to produce 
reasonable tunes? 

Well, now there is a way! The 64 has a 
musical range of eight octaves, and 
normally each note needs to be specified as 
two numbers; two data values in a DATA 
statement. However, eight octaves is only 96 
notes altogether and if some way could be 
found of numbering these notes from 1 to 96, 
then each note could be specified as one 
number, which would halve the amount of 
data required for a tune. Clever, eh? 

The following program contains equations 
m lines 70 and 80 that can convert a 
number in the range 1 to 96 into the two 
numbers that are needed to produce the 
right note from the table following that The 
program also contains a small amount of 
DATA just to give you an example of its use, 

10 S = 54272: POKES + 24,1 5 
20 POKES + 5,0:POKES + 5,240 

30 C1 = 16.3516:C2 = 0.06097 

40 READ Z: POKES + 4,32 

50 IFZ 2 THEN RESTORE: GOTO 10 

60 READD:rFZ=-1THEN110 

70 N = INT(C1*2t «Z-1)/12)/C2 + 0.5J 

80 NH = INT(N/256):NL = N-NH*256 

90 POKES,NL:POKES+1,NH 

100 POKES + 4,33 

110FORT=1 TOD:NEXTT:GOTO40 

200 DATA 56,80,58,60,59,60 
210 DATA 61,60,63,160,61,60 
220 DATA 59,60,58,160,59,60 
230 DATA 61,60,59,60,58,60 
240 DATA 56, 1 60, - 1 ,1000, - 2 



No need to 
switch off 



Every 64 user eventually experiences a 
program crash. What this usually means is 
that you have made some simple typing 
error while entering your program and that a 
POKE has occurred placing a duff value into 
a sensitive spot. Very often this error can be 
so nasty that all your efforts to regain control 
of the beast fail, and you have to switch off, 
thus losing your program altogether. 

Having to switch off doesn't give you any 
chance at all to recover your program, but 
there is another way to regain control that 
does give you a chance — fit a reset switch. 

For those of you with little or no hardware 
experience, this can sound quite complex, 
but it is really very simple. 

On the back of the 64 [or disk drive, if fitted) 
there is a six-pin DIN socket that is used to 
connect serial input/output devices (like a 
printer or disk drive). Looking at the 64 from 
the back, the socket looks like this: 





with the pins numbered as shown on the 
diagram from 1 to 6. Two of the pins on this 
socket carry signals that can be used to 
reset the 64 to its power-up state without 
turning off the power, thus retaining your 
valuable program in memory. The two pins 
concerned are pins 2 and 6 and all you 
have to do to reset the 64 is to connect these 
two pins together for a moment only, using 
something like a front door bell push switch 
as follows: 




CoU. ierial SotkeL 
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Major 
Restoration 



The next listing Is another utility which has 
many uses. On the 64, the RESTORE keyword 
resets the DATA pointer back to the first DATA 
statement in a program. 11 would be much 
more useful if the RESTORE statement had 
allowed a line number to be specified so 
that you could choose which DATA statement 
to RESTORE to. 

Sadly, it doesn't, but the following listing 
does the next best thing. It provides you with 
a SYS call that will allow you to perform a 
RESTORE function and specify a line number 
to RESTORE to. 

To use this facility, you must add the 
following lines to the front of your program so 
that they are executed when you RUN it, 

After these lines have been executed, you 
con then use lines of the form : 
SYS49152,LIHEND 

where LINEND can be any line number to 
RESTORE to. In fact, LINEND need not be just a 
number, it can be any numeric expression 
likeL'6orA+6etc. 

Even though the program as given uses 
lines 10 to 90, it can safely be re-numbered 
to sit anywhere in your main program. Also, 
the machine-code sits at location 49152 in 
memory. This can also be changed if you 
need this area of memory for your own 
purposes. To do this, you just change the 
value 49152 in line 20 to the new address 
you want to use and make sure that you use 
the same new address in the SYS calls 
instead of the current value. 

10 FOR C = TO 40 : READ A 
20 POKE 491 52 + C,A : NEXT C 
30 DATA 32,121,0,32,253,174 
40 DATA 32,138,173,32,191.177 
50 DATA 166,100,164,101,132,63 
60 DATA 132,20,134.64.134.21 
70 DATA 32,19,166,165,95,56 
80 DATA 233,1,133,65,165,96 
90 DATA 233,0.229,66,96 



ARCADE INTERNATIONAL SOFTWARE 



> 



ARCADE INTERNATIONAL SOFTWARE 



a 
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PRINTER INTERFACE 

with full 

^COMMODORE GRAPHICS 



^mwsso £98.95 Inc VAT 



J D-U-M-P-E-ft 64 



en KOALA PAD. The program is loaded in 
ry and you then use the 64 as normal. 
s are represented by 16 shades of grey. 



THE FONT FACTORY 



3 IMPEX SOFTWARE IIV. 



mCOtlPUTERREPRIRS 



— VIDEO VAULT INTERNATI 
1 •RE PAIR SERVICE E3^ 




TOOLKIT IV 




\ND SEE WHAT'S IN THEM FOR YOU 



I MegaTransfer Disk 



The best transfer utility of the lot' 

Your 64 B Disk to Tape PJus 




Valui- in. r\- :r-in>m,H' 

DoSoft 



I '■ "'.li-l-.till »l*i....l . h st ..rlH.lt. 1 , ;..!.,. I i,. rI ... 

I h>r "™' l i ; -"I -"" ' AU ' '"" '""" '"'•". lU ■!.■■! r^.l..,u,, 

I i', . , I ,r'T'" '' ""' ' rn " '■-■■.■. ■'"■■'. (..-..-..: .>...ptri,2 0il 

;■:■ £i 2 « ■■- £S2L^** You'll Do it Better | 

'■ ' 3ji^» " w..).t ... i.e., :,.i.. ,. ■„, ',!.,',!,, , ■ r „r i ,i r with DoSoft 

Xli 4I "" UIJI "- IILJ " " ■"■"■"""1 iiimiiiiiiiiJui.1. ■■■■» 



Introducing our new Happy Hacker. From this 
month onwards, Geoff Wheelwright plugs in 
the HH modem to keep you up to date on 
what's going on at Compunet, Mieronet and the 
various other inhabitable corners of the 
Commodore 64 communications world. 

Geoff can be contacted on his Mieronet mailbox number 
013280 JO J or via his Compunet account 'CBMUSER' or 
via his Telecom Gold mailbox: 83JNL 123. Phew, that's 
enough mailboxes. Geoff does spend the odd bit of time 
off-line so if may take him a day or so to reply. 

• 64 RULES ON-LINE (Well 




iugly endless statistics departmen-., liquid 


Well, the firs; morsel of news 1 can offer 


by the c;:[bu5:as!i: lYter Prob-art. !>■} users 


is for users of tht tiin-.ous MUD (Malt: 




User Dungeon) (ami-. Cemitty Publica- 




tions lias just sent mi: a copy of /In /« 


lake into accuun! thi number who uugbt 


irndvcUiii; ,v.U(7) : ;v. Duii..a:: liow.:id 


V using nu::-.Micronel modems). Docs 


:hi fust lull-length book TO explore to ways 




and workings of playing MUD. 




The f.f 05 hook include an introduction 


• MUD-SIINGINC ON 


by the MUD-mad Richard Bartle and an 


MICRONET: The "Net has revived 


extensive append:* showing the pro- 


.Vermel, its multi-user rival to (ioumunc-' , 


ceedings of a Tea;' online MUD game, for 


MUD i Mult. Use: Dungeon) game in the 


those '.oho realty like to get their hands dir- 


with MUD. 


ty with such adventures (groan . . .), this 


Up to 500 people can nlay Starnct at 





of' twenty c. 

• NATIONWIDE NODES: Compunet 
tells me it now has more than 50 new ac- 
cess nodes, which a!uw local-cah access to 
the service. Do you know wh::1 a node is/ 

The rate for the new access point < i, oOp 
per hour — in addition to regular B'l" 
charges - and Compunet claims this will 
mean a saving of up r o O pel hoar fur 
some peu pie who had in nuke long- 
distance calls to got onto one of the 1 
original nodes (which will re 



n free of 



n nee ( a i :d H ri - i , h "1 c I ,■ a o tu woi 1 1 J hen 
than happy lor you to do so) and Mieronet 
croons. ■■.::.. ;;.;■ ..-.■■. ; |...: ..-no ■-_ 

than it was at launch two years ago — 
although no less challenging. 

■ ffipuler i ■ ~. i.i- n d |i ice ■ a- in which 
you play the part of a J sta: captain 1 an 
must challenge, turn-, alliances and aitac 
talhv.v gamer, You ear. find all Ibis in 
■eii-,i:a t -.ie carnage on oage *s> 305,' 



• GALLERY GOES DOWN: Micr 



.. r ..;e hike on the 

Gj;',vi;-. , sh.br.inn area. Ir unit costs you 
Mp pot iiame for up to a four-month 
period, with each, edit charged at I Op. Ex- 
isting exhumers wanting to reboot can 
have their old pages transferred into the 
:w Gaiiery utca for a Hock charge of 99p. 



• MORE MUD: Not only can you now 
buy a book about Mi: 13, but vou may be 
able -.u afford il tiv using all the money 
you'll no do::ly save due :o the notic 

■ ir.oij-.ci Ml 'D erne ,: is. 
MUD now costs a Hat i 1.75 per hour and 
reeunes no monthly ['ithi registration tee. 

• VET MORE MUD: for free: Moles at 

Usscx University have revealed io HH a 
method oiplai ir,g MUD wlnis- ravine mi- 
ll -oi the phone call. Vou actually nl.is on 
Essex's DUC In mainframes, between Van 
and 7am on weekdays 



• SOFTWARE SELECTION - The 

list of companies oltering software on 
Compunei's Isiiir, bin Nsuaiiv reliable) 
soli war, down loading sen- ice now include 

Audiogenic, Cascade, Durcll Software, In- 

lerccp-or, Melbourne Hon-.-, lie:. on, 
Supersoii and The Ed ge'X often So why go 
out to your dealct on .. coi,l . .: 

• CHATTING ON PARTY-LINE: 

here : s an update on Cumpunci'-; challenge 
in Chatlinc on the 'Net. Pricing on the 

Iv gel recharged tor iisinc u h i io II per 
hour to use — plus lOp for the link itself. 
The link stays in RAM while you're on- 
line so you don't have io pay every time 
vou go in and out M the panvlino dining a 
Compunet session. 



horde-., il.,.., 



be Net. 



• COMPUNET CORNER: Enough of 

these .Mieronet missives, what of the 
Cumuiodoi't-.-apporiad Compunet service 
- whicl i d I i a h e i i 

modore modems will know about (and 
there are anywhere from :;o;i;i to 5000 o: 




\1 Il you're lucky, [JAN 2 

CMD] appears on-screen, to which vou 
reply: HOST I. you're then anci to log 
in so you type: I.OC-2653,2653. VouTe 
then asked Ihe password (psst, it's 
GUESTS). .Simple, ehV Bv the way, only a 



TQ flU JIHTEU.JGEIHCE PEHSQIMMEL . . . GR.OQ SECUFHTV 
BRiENNG . . . CODES AND CJPhEBS flDUfMEO SEMJNflFl . . . 
RE5TRJCTED TQ ALL QPEHflUJEB IESJED WITH WC, £,!,, IE 
Bfi PLUSH. DEWCES . . . READ AND DESTBQV . . . 

SECRET 
2RVICE 




Codes and ciphers on your Commodore micro - Part two 

by John Ransley 




, popular with ihe charming 
Machiavdlis. Ihough sun dr.fss knows 
why they bo [litre J - have vim ever tried 
to read a handwritten Italian menu? 

Grille Ciphers 

The method involved writing an 

app.ue::ily inconsequential letter, but 

which ciKitair.ril several key words that 
■brmi-d ihe secret i;:cssapt :n It co::vcv,-,i 
The positioning of these words was 
Jc-cr mined by the apertures in a second 
sheet [hat was laid over the paper carrying 
the message. The lecipier.r wooid have .in 
idenTica! window or grille which, when 
Mir.il.,. lv place,! over Ihe letter received, 
would reveal its real meaning. 
So first of all, position one TV on top of 

that works on much Ihe .. n .- pun. -.1. 
First enter these lines: 
100 PRINT [CLEAR SCREEN] 
110 PRINT TAB<20O):PRINT 

TAB(12Q) 
120 PRINT "DEAR OLEG" 
ISO PRINT 
140 PRINT "JUST A NOTE TO 

TELL YOU THAT NOT ALL" 
150 PRINT "BRITISH PEOPLE 

THINK WE'RE SPIES!" 
ISO PRINT "INDEED, THEY HAVE 

ENOUGH INTELLIGENCE 
170 PRINT "NOT TO HOLD 

DOUBT ABOUT OUR 

MOTIVES." 
180 PRINT 
190 PRINT "YOURS, GENSCHER" 
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Run this first part and the , ulll 
display -he lev. in the ordinary way. Now 
add these lines: 

KS:IFKS = "» THEN 200 
210 PRINT [HOME] 
220 PRINT TAB(240):PRINT 
TAB(200) 

[RVS OFF]" 
240 PRINT TAB(25)"[RV 

SPACES)[RVS OFF)" 
2S0 PRINT TAB(7)"fRVS ON)[4 

SPACESJ[RVS OFF]" 
2S0 PRINT 
270 PRINT TAB[7]"[RVS ON][8 

SPACES) (RVS OFF)" 
280 PRINT 
300 END 

Run this expanded version and the 
message will display normally again umi: 
ye--,: touch an; key, when lour words will 
be blanked out. Stringing only those words 
ro.vThei will give tne real meaning: 
BRITISH INTELLIGENT:!- HOLD 
GENSCHER. 

Open letter cipher 

A variation on this theme is the open ktser 
Hpiier, in which a letter {most commonly 
[he ftat) front each word it contains 
separately forms the secret message. So 
your agent in the field might ser.J you ihe 
wistful observation, "My enthusiasm 
eventually tapers away to nothing in 
November evenings", 

Having received this, vou could either 
pull him in for early retirement or, better 
still, use this little string handling routine 



10* PRINT "TYPE WORD AND 

PRESS RETURN." 
110 INPUT WS 
120 IF WS = "END" THEN 170 

130CS = LEFTS(WS,1) 

140 SCS = SC$ + CS 

150 PRINT 

160 GOTO 100 

170 PRINT SCS 

180 END 

There's much room lor improvement: tor 

example, you could have- ,i program :har 

■icccpts the whole message as a siring that 

ceo be broken up inro irs sepa:a:c word 

elements by using the invaluable INSTR 

function on the newer Basks 10 search I'or 

the between-word spaces. It would then 

just be a case of joining up the leftmost 



There are many other ciphers where 
purely visual ™fus:nn is su ilk if nt lo hide 
the true meaning of the plaintext. The 
ligzag is one that is particular!* easy to 
execute on vou: micro. Ir. rhis. alternate 
letters from the plaintext are shown in the 
form of two strings one above the other, 



R D R P f. 



S WL FLO 
AA LN ILOLW 

Displayed in this way, it's really verv easy 
to fathom that the message is RADAR 
PLANS WILL HOLLOW, but if the lines 
are interpreted instead as two groups of 
suing is more sue- 
RDRPASWLFLO 



100 PRINT " TYPE IN BOTH 
GROUPS WITH SPACE 
BETWEEN." 






120 INPUT MJ 

130FORX = 1TOLEN(M$) 

110 IF MID*(MS,X.l) = « " 

THEN 160 
150 NEXT X 
160 U = LEFTS(MS,X-1) 

■ ■■■■• 
ISO PRINT LJ 
ISO PRINT " ";R$ 
Type in Ih 



! ii) :.r 



121) ;i: 



ihc program 



redisplay the licvac, n i.-,i, ',■.-.; 
decipherable form. You could add a : 
module that would automatically pi 



In the wi 
e-ri-..t 



The Vigenere Table 



coding, u 



... So tor 



;>«f]c, rl 



turn BORDER 

CRi.XSMXf.. i lOSIin into DESOLC 
GMSSllrtC RHDROH. You car. [hm 
encipher this as zigzag to make: 

DSL GISR RDO 
EOC NSOC ERB 
-: ractas in turn could then be 
grouped as DSL GISRRDO 
EOCNSOCERB. You won't find many 
people who'd be able to make much sense 
out of that — and vet it si ill contai;:< every 
character used ill the original plaintext! 

Returning to making particular use of 
your micro in creating video secret 
messages, here's a gimmick you might find 

100 PRINT [CLEAR SCREEN1 

110 AS = "[LIGHT BLUEJ" 

120 BS = "JDARK BLUE]" 

1J0 PRINT "HIDDEN HERE IS" 

HO PRINT "A";BS;" SECRFT";AS; 



150 C = C * 1:IF C = 2 THEN END 
1GOB$ = A$:GOTO 130 

rh;s trick makes use of the abilitv to 
"hide" screen text in the background 



d SECRET is there all 



nally. usi:ig the knowledge gained from 

' " i I'm gram in Part One used 

reconstruct a Polybius Square, you can 




devised by the Biased* Vigini-r, m frame 

in the loth century. 
This uses a table (see diagram) made up 

ot :t. ordinary alphabets plus two more (in 

capitals for clarity's sake) at tile lop and 

left-hand side of the table. 
To encipher a message, first decide upon 

a keyword - say, micro. Your plaintext 

might be the words, SEND AMMO. 

Uiinp the Liisl letter of the keywoat iMi 

look dow:i (lie vertical alphabet on the let! 
of the table and then read across the 
alphabet printed horizontally agajns: n (it 

begins with m) ;;nt:l you reach the letter 
falling immediately below the capital letter 
matching the first word ot plair.res-. (St. 

'ins- ;. II see, is "e". So that becomes 

the first letter of ynut code. When you've 
used up all five idlers of ■. . ■-.; r keyword. 
start again with M. Decipher ins; is simply 
a matter of working in reverse order - but 
yno must of course know the keyword. 

Refer back to the Polybius Square 
routine and you'll see (bar yoor firsr rask :s 
to DLM a two-dimensional array 2V cells 
square. Then it's just a question ol" 
devising and writing a routine to cross- 
reference the correct ceil (and thus 
produce the cipher character) tor every 
character of plaintext you enter. 

The old national security budget's a 
bit on the low side at the moment but 1 
dare say that we'll be able to come up 
with a suitable prize (a tastefully- 
framed print of GCHQ signed by 
Clive Ponting, perhaps?) for the 
reader who sends me the most elegant 
and efficient program for a 
computerised Vigenere Table. Your 
secrets are safe with me... 
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Penalty O**-^ 



for the Commodore 64 

by Stephen Rushin 

And the ref's hlown jp for a 
penalty. The tension mounts as 
Bobby Booter places the ball on the 
spat. Which way will the goalie 
dive? In which corner will Bobby 
place his kick? 

You'll need two players and two 
joysticks for this game. Full playing 
instructions appear an screen. To 
load, first type in and save the 
Sprite Loader, then the Main Pro- 
gram immediately after it on the 
tape. Rewind, load and run Sprite 
Loader followed by the Main 
Program. 




Sprite Loader 



BltMHTJPLBWE WA IT FDR SPRITES TO BE DEFINED" 

SB nIxtb:next B ' c 

55 DflTA0j232.£ 




%mmm^mmMr^^^ 
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pogroms Programs Programs Programs ~Proc 



Main Program 



DSUB 3000 






110 FDRZ=0TO2 



150 POKE2040.2' 



:S8PClCORB3C5SPC3CtU 
WHTK5SPCH2' 



2"?G +] lb;j:crei>][' 






9 PQKEV+2,N!P0k:eV+3> 



? <-• ■■ . 1 THEN230 

print" n.rjM ' 6C;d—-sp_ 

- ' ' 

■ 
EN290 
REM CALCULATE DIRECT I Dh 
' _ ^£0,250 



M CENTRE FORWARD" 



., — i THEN1200:Rtn I 
IF E>2 AND D=l THEN1300:RI 

DTH EAST 

^PgKEV+S.^NEXTM 

ISSTiS34 x,PO,,:EV+s - y+x/2B,NE,(T,[ 

3 REM BOTH WEST 

hP-l-N=N-l 
a P0KEV+2,NiP0KEV+3.M:NEXTM 

J r F -~ 
- - , X: POKEV+5 . Y-^0* 'T 
3 FDRM=MTOM-80BTEP-4 ~ B - NEXT * 

3 POKEV+^.N- FTIkTU*1 M.k.Cv-ru 



I F0RX = 
■ 

» REM WL-,, t 

) FORM=MTDM- B5STEP-1 - N=I» T , 

! PQKEV+2,N:^ ,: ==,,. . -:,,\ T 



i-uKn=nTOM-B0STEP-4 

™^2So0 X!PO,<EV+5 - V+X/:2a!Ne>( ' 
^WEST/EAST 



! ^00™------ 

I REM EAST/WEST 
S& ^S5S =MT0M " S5STEP-1:N=N-1 
20 P0KEV+2,N:P0KEV- 

«42.?".&n=iiv;^KS*i.l3^ 

--' * 4 , X : 
|0 SOTO2500 
2010 F 



fEAsy"! 

|ENTERj 

I—. SEE PAGE 51 —J 
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COMMODORE 



M:ian;M,-r:iHii,',iuiiH:«aiwiHa^ 



For C64 or VIC 20 

L./.3y POSTFREE 

■ TOP + TR I GGER RR E BUTTON 

■ AUTO Ft RE M OD E • EXTRA LON G LEAD 
• STABILIZING SUCTION PADS 

•NOWFORTHEC16 




COM- 
DRUM 




FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 



i Q COM-DRUM SOFTWARE 

I^gl ONLY, TO WORK WITH 
Ijggg THE DIGITAL SOUND SAMPLER 



DIGITAL SOUND SAMPLING 

NOW FOR YOUR COMMODORE 64 

COMPLETE PACKAGE 

£49.99 

POST FREE 

FDR DISC BASED SOFTWARE 

PLEASE ADD CiW 

The Datel Sampler new brings you this 



•fuHtntOtoAmlArjCmnwraon 

• In ■ MIC input, 6m wilful ami 
tmprtHlwirt 

• AtwiHsmmsu 

•USampliBdime 




3DATEL 
EELC< — 



"ESS 



CTRONtCS "f$?£Z£S 



Fs^ , „„?■■„'■ ■;' ,;,, I „ L I ;„: ,■■■"" ^ : ;;, 



i%i;m^viaMj<M.ii.i:< 



■tfihl-i- l 'ITI- E 



Programs Programs Programs Programs P. 



2510 FORM=MTQM+030STEP3 

..-.'- -• - J - ■ 

2540 PC- LV.IJ: "WTV' I , ■< 

2570 POKE2040.251 

25S0 NEXT 

2590 FORH=HTOH+40STEP1 

260B PDl;F'.',3: c 01 EV+..H 

2610 PDKE2040.249 

2620 NEXT 

■ 10THEN10 



3005 PDKE532B0. 



4000 REM SOUND 



flTHER LEFT/F 



4040 RETURN 
4100 REM SOUND 

4110 FOFiu=0rn'.M:rni.-Fr.ir7?-! 

4120 P0KE54296.1S 

L'- Lt4 LUT:' r r r - ->~ 



, L35:PD1'E5427S,25!F'0KE54 274,, 12"? 



:■ -D0STFP- 



*»8L\ 



HOW TO USE EASY ENTER 
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Programs Programs Programs Programs TR 

musical 



Hiyboard 

for the 16 and Plus/4 

by Paul Tomasi 




is the program for you. A pictorial 



If you want to turn your 16 or Plus/4 into a no-nonsense musical keyboard, this is me program ror you. h pictorial 
keyboard is displayed on screen and a dot appears on the appropriate key when you press a key on one of the two middle 
rows of your computer. Press ESC to exit. 



SCNCLR 
I PRINT CHR*( 
■ PRINT CHR*( 

COLOR 0,6,3 



42) 



US 

:. -■■? 

1 ?2 
144 



174 

1 :'b 
180 

190 



COLOR : 
COLOR 4,5,6 
POKE 65298, 196 
POKE 65296,0 
POKE 65294,0 
POKE 65295,6 

:297,63 
REM******************H 
REM 1. POKE IN MACHINE CODE PROGRAM 
REM********************************* 
FOR X=ei92 TO 8255 
READ MC 

POKE X,MC : C=C+MC 
NEXT X 

DATA 169,32,141,17,255,166.193.139,0 
DATA 33 , 224 , 52 , 240 . 49 . 20 1 . . 240 , 233 
DATA 141 ,15,255.139,0,34.141,16.255 
DATA 169 , 40 , 1 4 1 , 1 7 , 255 . 1 3S , , 38 , 1 89 
DATA 0,35 '8.240,252 

DATA 189,0,37,153.192.13.166.198,139 
DATA 0,33.201,0.203,214,76,0,32,96 
IF C07835 THEN PRINT "BAD DATA IN 1": 
REM****************** 
REM 2. POKE IN NOTES 
REM**************** 
FDR X=S704 TO 3768 
READ MSB 

'.MSB : C=C+MSB 
NEXT X 

DATA 0.0.0.0,0,0,0,0.0.0,0,0,0,1.1 
DATA 0,0,0.1,0,0,1,1,0.0.1,1,0,0,2 
DATA 2,0.0,0,2,0,0,2,2,0,0,2,2.0.0 
DATA 2,2,0,0,2,2,0,0,0,2,0,0,0.0,0 
DATA 0,0,0,0,0 

IF C07866 THEN PRINT "BAD DATA IN 2" 
REM********************************* 
REM 3. POKE IN NOTES LSB 
REM********************************* 
FOR X=8448 TO 8512 
READ LSB 

X.LSB : C=C+LSB 
NEXT X 

DATA 0,0, 0,0,0, 0,0, 0,0, 217,1 69, 0,0 
DATA 6.49.0,0,0,89,0,0,127.163,0,0 



MSB 



VOL 0:END 



VOL 0:END 
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196 DATA 229, 197,6). 0,4. 32,0, B. 0, 59, H, 

19S DATA 84. 108.0, 0, 152, 131 ,0,0,173 

20B DATA 243,0.0,227, 192. 0,0,0, 210, 0,0 

202 DATA 0,0.0,0,0,0.0,0 

204 IF CO10727 THEN PRINT "BAD DATA IN 3 ,I :VDL 01 END 

206 REM********************************* 

208 REM 4. POKE IN BALLS 

210 REM**** ******************* ********** 

212 FOR X=8960 TO 9024 

214 READ 8 

216 POKE X,B : C=C+B 

218 NEXT X 

220 DATA 0,0.0,0,0,0,0,0,0.209,81 

222 DATA 0,0,81,209,0,0.0.31,0.0 

224 DATA 81,209,0.0.209,81.0.0.81.209 

226 DATA 0,0.0,81,0,0,81,209.0.0 

22E DATA 209,31,0,0,31,209,0,0,81.81 

»TA 0,0,0,209,0,0,0,0,0,0 
232 DATA 0,0.0,0 

234 IF CO 13580 THEN PRINT "BAD DATA IN 4": VOL 0:END 
236 REM********************************* 
238 REM 5, POKE IN DELETE BALLS 
240 REM********************************* 
242 FOR X=9472 TO 9536 
244 READ DEL 

246 POKE X,DEL : C=C+DEL 
248 NEXT X 
250 DATA 0.0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,: 

,0,0,0,3: 

254 DATA 32 , 160 , , 0. 160 . 32 . ( 
256 DATA , , , 32 , 0. , 32, 1 6C 

?. 160,0,0.32.32 
260 DATA 0,0.0,160,0,0,0,0,0,0 
262 DATA 0,0,0.0 

264 IP CO15404 THEN PRINT "BAD DATA IN 5": VOL 0:END 
266 REM********************************* 
268 REM 6. POKE IN KEY LOCATIONS 
270 REM********************************* 

272 FOR X=972S TO 9792 
274 READ L 
276 POKE X.L : C=C+L 

273 NEXT X 

280 DATA 0.0,0,0.0,0,0,0,0,0,119 
282 DATA 0.0.121,2,0,0.0.123,0,0 
284 DATA 125,6,0.0,8,127.0,0.129,10 
286 DATA 0.0,0,131,0,0,133.14,0,0 
288 DATA 16,135,0.3.137,22,0,0,141.139 
290 DATA 0.0,0,20,0.0,0,0,0.0 
292 DATA 0.010,0 

294 IF CO17062 THEN PRINT "BAD DATA IN 6" : VOL 0:END 
296 REM************************** 
298 REM PREPARE SCREEN 
300 REM***********************-***- 
302 FOR X=0 TO 23 
304 PRINT "iia 



323 REM****************##******j 

330 POKE 65297,5 

332 FOR P=0 TO 2000: NEXT 

334 COLOR 0,2 

336 FOR X=3201 TO 3222 

338 READ D 

340 POKE X.D+128 : C=C+D 

DUND 1,900,2 

344 FOR P=0 TO 50: NEXT 

346 NEXT X 

348 DATA 23,18,9,20,20,5,14,32,2,25,32 

350 DATA 16,1,21,12,32,20,15,13,1.19,9 

5^5 iF^Cp 17421 THEN F'RINT"BAD DATA IN 7":VOL 0:END 

354 SYS 8192 
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' Stop playing games- 
Start earning money! 



Thecomputt! thgamesnow 

gives you the chance to earn some money. Helping you with word 
processing, secretarial work and even running your own business. 
All because of the brilliant new word processing package, 
Superscript from MicroPro — the makers of WordStar — the world's 
best selling word processing packages for microcomputers. 



Versatile Superscript SutwSaipi 



Simple for the beginner ■ 



PftiD writes letters, invoices, reports, 



,/«** 



«, 



**f 



AVAILABLE FOR 

COMMODORE 64, 128 
ATARI 800XL 130XE • APPLE lie, lie 

Superscript Wi .rv. I ■oibhk din-nt complde witli 

CumprctitnsiwUsiirMamiii \ 'AT and Postage. 

OR FROM ALL GOOD DEALERS. 



NEW 
WORD 

PROCESSING 
PACKAGE 



S^ x 



Attention ta 



ORDER 
BY PHONE 







II MicroPro International Ltd 

I ! ™"™ _ Uavnarfl :■.-': Street, Wlmblec 

SWt95Br 

0r- ORDER FORM - 
DeptCUS. CUMANA Ltd. Pines Trading Estate. Broad Street, Guildford. Surrey GU33BH, ^ 



. Pines Trading Estate. Broad Street. Guildford. Surrey GU33BH. 



OTY[> 



I 1 I I I I I I* 



Commodore 64 Chart 



Chart 
Chat 




General Chart 



NEW 


| Commando 


Elite 


NEW Q 




j They Sold A Million 


Various 


NEW Kg 


i$) 


Elite 


Firebird 


03 C MSffllM 


laj 

NEW 


Computer Kits 10 


Various 


Winter Games 


EpyxlUS Gold 








The Standard 
by which others 
will be judged. 





Ulysses and the 

Golden Fleece 

US Gold/Sierra 

GrA 

Price: El 4.95 disk 



G^ m 



of marvellous i 



Ulyss«B and the Golden Fleece from 
able ia the UK 

on US Gold's All American Adventures 



. 



voyage to the Island of Storms ■ ___ 
find magical, mystical objects thai should 
be of help to you. 

After setting sail again : ;. 

■ 
nii — where sirens, Cyclops 
and lelhally-animated skeletons pose you 
many more teasing challenges than a vestal 
virgin on a Club 18-30 fortnight in 
Benidorm. 

Confining the plavet as they do mainly 
to verb/noun inputs authors Hob Davis 



ut the more I learn about reader's 
references, the more I wonder whether an 

ivenrure's ability v 

something 

that impresses other programmers rather 
more than the paying public. I ; ur even 
when multi-cause inputs are accepted, it 

pussy-fooi through the adventure one com- 

oul which of the three or more ad ions I've 
keyed is illegal. 

At least the verbs in Ulvisei extend 
beyond the usual GO, LOOK, CJKT varie- 
ty to embrace — as befits a man of the gods 
— such useful get-outs as jump, fly and 
swim. You can nl course stow and restore a 




■■'■■IV begins shaj 
with a body, locked briefc 
magnum. There arc plenty of peopk 
make their dav - 
witness the sticks of dynam 
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fully 



by, and the sinister ticurc 
shadowing you. 
The graphics by Rick Incrot 



:oat, grab your snap-brim bat, a 
practice youl Bogjrt '.:p in readiness ' 
your first shakedown of this highly - 
joyable and, fot a dan :-. 

adventure. You'il want in play it again. 



u# Adventure Adventure Adventure Adventu 





' ■■■10r-l-i 



'ith detailed and "li 
descriptions" (can't be 
London I know), -"• 
Waltz 

composer's intention that any 
36 bars could be played r - - 
order and yet :'" 
minuet. Player features include 
rrulti character encounters by 
making use of the voucher that 
comes with each game entitling yoj 
to a free hackstage tour of the Royal 
Festival Hall. 



• Telarium have at last got Perry 
Mason into the courtroom to solve 
The Case of the Mandarin Mijrrier 
Nca you too .-an mercilessly cross- 

counsel witti the judge and try to 
make the jury weep — just like Erie 
Stanley Gardner's famous creation. 

fiction author Roger Zelazny has 
helped to adapt a brace of his best- 
selling stories in the creation of 
Telarium's other new title, Nine 
Princes in Amber. It offers a 
stupendous 40.000 different game 
variations and no fewer than 40 
possible endings. Both titles are 
available on disk only at £19.95. 



• Sigma Books are publishing a 
new-style guide to adventure 
authorship. Adventure Description 
Language, aimed at explaining the 
secrets of creating ■--- 
games on home rr — 

include chapters oi 

ADL compiler and interpreter. Price 
is E8.95. 

Yah, ektcherly Ron — -,,, 
revelling in the goodies BASIC 7.0 



UK aren't saying 

just which of Britain's top adventure 
houses are among the 200 software 
houses that have snapped up one of 
their Amiga development kits but 
Adventure Inte-nat on a . I evel 9 and 
Melbourne House are certain to be 
-on the list. The Corby connection's 
quaint decision to market the 
Amiga — with its futuristic graphic 
and sound capabilities — as a 
business micro initially to run 
boring old spreadsheets and the 
ike isn't considered a Bad Thing by 

the young upwardly mobile types 
who'll want an all-Singin' and 
dancin' Amiga on their desk now 
that the novelty of their cellular 

likely to fork out for an adventui 
play in the lunch hour than any 
ither ' pe of game. The rest of ' ' 
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Adventure Adventure Adventure Adventun 




1 13) The Wnrm in Paradise - C64)128 ILe.el 9, GrA, 1 7.95) 



2 (4) Adrian Mole - C 64)128 [MosaiCi'level 9, GrA, £7.951 



NEW 3 (-1 The Lord of the flings - C64,'12B (Melbourne House, GrA, £15.951 
4 IB Savage Island (Parts 18 2)- C64/128 (Adventure International, GrA, 



5 H Neverending Slnry - C64I128 (Ocean Software, GrA, £9.95) 



in of Sherwood - 641128 (Adventure International, GrA, £7.95) 



NEW 7 (-1 Seas of Blood - C64,'128 | Adventure International, GrA, £9.951 
New I (-1 Quest for the Holy Grail - C64,'128 (Mastertronic, GrA, £1.99) 



9 (7) The Magician's Ball - C64)12B (Global Software, GrA, £7.95) 



10 (6) Terrormolinos - C64,'12B (Melbourne House, GrA, £7.951 



Level 9"s best-ev 



re, ooticludinp :llc Sihcm Orrum [n logy in ill 



Itch Snowball and Return 
......... in this month's platings, 

so marks the Top a) dekil uithrrv oilier v.urthv ri-:cm offerings. 
; barely necessary to add "of course") is the stunning Lord of the Rings. 
■-■"< l 'I- '■'.:. p. el <■:■■ i '::■■■ UM;:r A:ii:r all, j ..vhok- :i, n ,,.;,to acmra ::..:■. I;..., 
... -,. ....„ Bilbo A i ,, ,wr, t ,,- .in, .,,.| ,„ Ui,, - I .,. - , t [l d.iv 'U, r, . il I „ , 

■ . .nl cond thin;, l. . u.n ol Aus-i i , - .r. I-,-.,.- iiarr; Uui-p'i .■ ,,. k ill 

non-John's reiurn ticket. |-'*:h,- most vsr,:i..veuilc:nihismuri:irs,h.iri but remember tha- 

l-F>"-">< 1 le -I "!."■! I*.. I o,l ,-,■,.,, „ ■,,,,!„ , Jllt I, 

Oryoungcror |. T l.i -,i r.h , c 1,., A,- f/orr-.v cos: thn:i •, ,,-o 

''"' l'llerna-ion;,l nev ,. i, s/c.i ,,(«,'„,.,/ .„„,,-„ , .,- „. . ,„, , ., .., „„ , 

ins ihiL the solid traltsma:;,h,p you'd espect ol ;i flcwa:'!, A Wc-ndiolYc graph] 

■c. Mils into sixth position, „lu!c Mjwikh budgcl -priced ;..t-' ■: l)r'.:-n 

Software s gleaming il not exactly golden oldie stays hoi on its heels. 

(llobai Soihvmc's lirst .,dvc::k;n- talc, despr- ;i Lcikc- wnrm ivcep'ior !iv some reviewers 
remains popular in ih ' ,11,. hut i I, uk> lit, the end of the season for Terror,,,,: ... Nc. 
month, will The Lord of the Kuw> ai- K | r :hc,t w av past ['•.u.-.Ji-t and ::no -lir T op spol^ liar 
,™.„.. ,he charts for another rermr And what are the chances of an Ail-Aricricii 
ur ;■!■..!(!- Watch this space! 



and oar Kebruary 
Chief .-inning th 
Why bother to 



in Mole survive 
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• Ocean's new Laser Basic 

LXl^r-.::ec: games writing language 
— an enhanced version of White 
Lightning — should 
to would-be Pete Austins for being 
able to Support full string handling, 
hires graphics and most of the 
other features of commercial 
products. Watch out for a full review 

sign yet (yawn) of Gilsoft's long- 
promised Illustrator on disk for the 
64 — in the absence of which is a 64 
version of Incentive Software's 
Graphic Adventure Creator would 
be very good news . . . but will they 

• Electronic Art's founder Tim Mot! 
probably made time to court one or 
one dozen disenchanted adventure 
authors on his recent British visit. 
EA, whose arcade and strategy 
games are marketed here by 
Ariolasoft, may be a little envious of 
Infocom's grip on the lucrative and 
prestigious text adventures market 
in the States — and a number of 
■surious' British software authors 
specialising in the genre are 
thought to be a little peeved with 
the policy of several domestic 
distributors and retailers to handle 
only adventures that incorporate 
pretty pictures. 

• Just the thing to slap on the 
Dansette when you tire of all those 
Nolan Sisters and Black Lace 

compilations gran bought you for 
Christmas — a double afbum 
crammed with atmospheric music 
devised by Gary Gygax, inventor of 
the original Dungeons and Dragons 
board game. Lois of good rock 
instrunentals, creepy verbals and 
special effects make it just the 
thing to pump through the cans (or 
Walkman — it's on cassette too) 
while tackling Winnie The Pooh in 
The 100 Acre Wood, or whatever. It's 
on theFilmtraxlabel. 

• Infocom have finally struck a 
deal with a British software dealer 
(as the Valley predicted a couple of 
months ago) to market lower-priced 

-rsions of existing and new top- 

tchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. 
: the ln'c:;:jin C assies rarqe :o 
distributed by Softsel will be 
■sions that run on the C128 and 
tiga but not on the 64. HHG win 
il ..t : j4-. ., .,i .,,.-.,, ,,- e -. m.-n 
Deadline, Ptanetfail and Zork I at 
l.r": '.V they're anyway available in 
"' "rsions from Commodore UK on 
at £11.99). I'll be review rig tha 
newest CPrM title, Seaslalker 



IVM.'H'lilfH 1 



Ml 






64 USEFUL UTILITIES FROM 

SWIFTSOFT 



DATA TRANSFER BOX 

CAN BE USED FOR MAKING A COPY OF YOUR 
DATA TO TAPE, EVEN WHEN IT IS SAVED WITH 
A FAST LOADING/SAVING DEVICE 
TAPE TO TAPE FACILITY 
Price: £11.00 



FAST LOADER AND SAVER FOR DISK 
AND TAPE 

10 times faster save/load on tape 
5 times faster save/load on disk. 
Complete with reset s/w and on/off s/w. 
Price: £16,00 



RESET SWITCH 



Price: £2.25 



KERNALPRINT WITH ROM 

* Save to disk or tape 

" Fast Save/ Load facility. 

* 8 standard functions on function keys. 

* Uses NO computer memory. 

* Switchable between new ROM and Kernal 



RIVAS UTILITY KIT (ON EPROM) 

* 23 Basic Functions. 

* 12 Function Keys. ..—.-„. 
' 26 Basic Keywords. NEW! 
' 10 times faster saving/loading. 

* Shortened disk-dos. 

* Copy utilities. 

* Connects to User Bus. 

* Includes reset switch. 

* S.AE, for further details if required. 
Price: £24,95 



EPROM PROGRAMMER 

16, 32, 64, 128 Kb Eproms can be programmed. 
Including software. 
Price: £59.95 



High Quality Products at an affordable prk 
Prices include P&P and V.A.T. 
Cheques, Postal Orders. Access/Visa 
(Credit card sales accepted by telephone) 



S.A.E.'s plee 



3 for futher details. 



Products also available retail from: 

MICROWAVE 

5 St. Peters Lane, Leicester (0533 29023) 

7 Leicester Road, Loughborough (0509 234226) 

MAIL ORDER/CORRESPONDENCE 

SWIFTSOFT 

(DIVISION OFKERBLYRE LTD) 

DEPT. CU. VENTURE HOUSE, 

7 LEICESTER ROAD. 

LOUGHBOROUGH, 

LEICS, LE11 2AE 




Adventure Adventure Adventure 



Advenhm 



m and 
the Goldsli Fleece 





My three favourite adventures currently are: 



. Your Name 
| Address 



Are the classics all Greek to 
you? Do you think that Jason 
and the Argonauts is a raunchy 
novel by Jackie Collins about 
female artic drivers and a lad 
from Milton Keynes? Do you 
have difficulty in distinguishing 
your taramasalata from your 
elbow? 

If so. you don't have a chance of 
mnn.ng ! his month's quiz, in which 
the prizes are five copies of All 
American Adventure's disk saga 
Ulysses and the Golden Fleece and 
five copies ol Mike and Peter Ger- 
rard's double-cassette epic from 
Duckworth, The Odyssey 



HOW TO ENTER 

Both games (see rev 






borro' 



e set ir 



aginatively from famous Greek 
legends. Start playing them and soon 
, you won't be able to move for mythical 
bea sties (better keep an eye out for 
Cyclopsi ,ird all sorts of terrors that 
the tourist board never told you 
about. 

To enter, simply decide from the 
three choices given the name of the 
wife of Odysseus and mark your selec- 
tion on the form below. Was her 



A. Perseus 

B. Pandora 



like The Odyssey (tape) Ulysses (disk) (ti. 

Mail this whole coupon (or a copy of it on a postcard) to 
Golden Fleece Competition, Commodore User, 

Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane. London EC1R 3AU. 



Circle A, B, or C, add your name and 
address and the titles of your three 
favourite current adventures — and 

tick the box to indicate whether you 
want Ulysses or The Odyssey if you 
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LONDON 'S LARGEST DISPLA Y OF PRINTERS MONITORS 
COMPUTERS AND PERIPHERALS 



DONT TAKE A CHANCE —COMPARE BEFORE YOU BUY 



! 

10 

§ 

0) 

! 

I 

1 



London's Largest Commodore Dealer 



CBM 64 

1541 DISK DRIVE 
ULTIMATE III GAME 
SUPER ZAXXON GAME 
e EASlSCRIPTWR* 

95 



£299 



C128 COMPUTER 
1570 DISK DRIVE 

DPS1101 DAISYWHEEL 
SCRIPTWP PHILIPS 
7509 MOW. 

£76995 



1541 DISK DRIVE 
MPS 801 PRINTER 
EASISCRIPTWORD 
PROCESSOR FUTURE 
FINANCES 6 GAMES 

1.95 



£179 



CBM 64 COMPUTER 
1541 DISK DRIVE 
DPS1101 DAISYWHEEL 
PRINTER EASYSCRIPT 
&B GAMES 

£47995 



C1 28 Computer E2Sg g 

1 570 Disk Drive £189195 

1900C RGB Monitor E2B9 9 

1900M Green Screen Monitor £94.9 

f£4 Computer E149.95 

1541 Disk Drive E130 95 

C2IM Cassette E39 95 

17D1 Colour Monitor C189 9: i 

MPS B01 Dot Matrix Printer EBall 

MPS B03 Dot Matrix Printer E99.95 

BpIU?-, 1 ^ 3 ^ 61 Printer : E189.95 

MC5 801 Colour Printer E189 9 

Modem £gg g 

Easyscnpt Word ^n:i ■- = -..;.■ *, i Games E29.9 i 

Future Finance Business Program (Disk] £19. 9 

CBM COMPATIBLE PRINTERS 

StarSGIOCWLQ £249 95 

Seikosha SP1000VC NLO. ....... ! EB4995 

BrotherHP5C ......... sKlll 

PRINTERS COMPATIBLE WITH EXTRA 
INTERFACE 



SEIKO WRIST 
TERMINAL PLUS 

CBM64/128 
SOFTWARE 



£59g 



CBM 64 COMPUTER 
1541 DISK DRIVE 
STARSG10CNLQ 
PRINTER EASYSCRIPT 
W.P. SB GAMES 

£52995 



NEW C138D 

COMPUTER WITH 
BUILT-IN 1571 
DOUBLE SIDED 
DISK DRIVE 

.95 



£489 



CBMB4CHHISTMAS 
COMPENDIUM 

INC MUSIC MAKER, 
DESIGNERS PENCIL 
ADRIAN MOLE 



95 



£189 



SOFTWARE - SOUTH LONDON'S LARGEST 
RANGE OF COMMODORE PROGRAMS 

Many discounted titles for CBM 64, Plus 4 

C1B. VI CgO.C1g B 



SUPERDISKS Prices per bo* often ex W 






£10.08 E15.BB 

£13.50 £19.50 

VFRBAT.'M 5'-. £12.20 £15.20 

DYSAN5V £13.75 £10.00 

TDK5V £15.80 £1150 



£17.50 £18.20 

£19.80 £23.90 
£15.20 £19.90 
£18.88 £23.90 
£29.58 



S0WD57DD3V " £32.91 MAXELL 3 mSB 

Add 70p for PW per order nf Disks 
PRINTER RIBBONS 

We stock the widest range far Brother • Canon ■ CBM « 

_'aisv B:.pp • F n- in- n- • -. ., - VHr.,i • „ ... 

and Fjhinwa • (SHONE FOR Olft LOW LOW PRICES! 



Epson LX80 NLQ in 
KagaKPSIDNLOia. ,.„ 

Brother HR1 5 Daisy-wheel. ... C36329 a " e 1 uinm ent fully guaranteed— Credit tt 

IBEK CBM 64/Centronics l/F. ...... £6995 l~~" 



PERIPHERALS 

Music Maker 64 £34 95 

Sound Sampler £69 95 

Wigmore MS2O00 Mouse £69^90 

■-■ 3u'H|ih.- "II ■_ iI-m.75 Tablet . . . E59.50 

Micro Scribe Light Pen £29 95 

Vic 20 16K Ram Pack '" £3795 

Vic £0 32K Swttchabla Ram " a . : < ...'.'.'.".. E49."95 



Hot Line Phone 

?3? |- c ''-""" h,i cease add C5.0O+VAT 



■■j .;<i- lele.voururilpron 946240 Ami 19001 3: 



en 

I 

f 

i 



VA ST RANGE OF DISK DRIVES, JOYSTICKS, DISK BOXES, INTERFACES, SHEETFEEOERS, ETC.I 

MJfQiTAGE 53-59 High Street, Croydon, Surrey CRD 1QD. 

F¥ioes correct at ccoy date Subject to charge *rhn ,i ■■„-. ( .; ,i..,: ,,;■ currency I utituat oris etc. E. a tj 1} 



COUNTER 



including Carbohydrate Counter 

Tape for COMMODORE 64 Only£6.95 
(inc. p&p) 

* Probably, the FASTEST and EASIEST 
way ever of counting Calories and 
Carbohydrates. 

* Count the Calories in 20 foods in less 
than 4 minutes (after Turbo program 
load). 

* Now with internal list of 1,000 foods to 
select from, or enter your own foods. 

* 2 modes - program accepts ounces or 
grams. 

* Print facility (CBM & other printers). 

Send cheque or P.O. to: 

Sable Software Ltd., 

38 Goldsmith Road, London N11 3JP 



TROJAN 
CAD-MASTER 



SUPERB GRAPHICS SOFTWARE -'c'bM^ 
PLUS A TOP QUALITY LIGHT PEN v.64 r 



• DYNAMIC RUBBER BANDING on allgeomBlnc options. 

• PIN-POINT FUNCTION - (or pixel accuracy on all functions 
Plus many more too numerous 10 mention in this ad. All these 

features ir ne Program + a top quality Lighl Pen and an 
Instruction booklet in one reasonably priced package. Easy to us 
lor crealing colou rtu II pictures or technical dr; 
by all agesol micro users. Full back-up servi 
manufacturers. Available at good dealers of 




SUPER C £64.95 - N E W ! - £64.95 SUPER PASCAL 

Complete Development Package 





Course £25.99 



ADA is a high-level language that produces 
machine-code output and FIRST SOFTWARE have 
made it available for the Commodore. 
The ADA Training Course is supplied on CBM 1541 
disk complete with editior, syntax checker, code 
generator, assembler, disassembler, demo program 
and problem solutions. The clear and 
comprehensive 77-page User Manual contains 
many worked examples and guides you carefully 
through all aspects of this important language. 



h.1.1.1 H . v--:, - Ki 
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US Hotline US Hotline US Hotline iWTJnfTi 



Going soft on the 
Amiga 

Dan Gutman reports 



• MaiiSoft (Pebble Beach, 

package, and Ma si desk, a 
pti;.ka<?r nt' desk accessories. 

• Sublogic — l-'ln-hr Simulator 
II. They haven 1 announced this 



the h 



1:1 the world is 



Our man Stateside, Dan Gutman has been raving about the 
Amiga since be got a sniff of it in the Summer of last year. This 
month he reports back on the steady trickle of software that's 
coming through over there for Commodore's super machine. 



Riches, 
programs. 



i rhe xeorks tor 
s - Rags-To- 



Luttiee [Ck-n lillyvi, Illinois) 



m 



le thing. He told [nfoWotl 



quarter? Hey, anybody c 



RE. They've distri 
Amigas to America; 

developers, and 900 
received the machine's technical 
spec ifi cat urns. There's also the 
" Am i g „ I r. i ran; a t i on Net w nrfc ", 

square" so software developers 
can contact each other and trade 

One guy rold me thai Com- 
modore deliberately flooded the 

stores in Boston and Silicon 
Valley with Amigas. The reason? 



roc:;,!",,,,;. 

a it-is, iiv.il Ai 
badly. On tl 

ware dtve.,, 

Amisui ;s easi 




■ nme 1 res :m.v av ; n,i,hle. text- * Enable - Enable/Calc, 

■ tra.1 word pro.-™,,, AiiniM h.iihk d-,1. ^peeled by the time 
Ass,n-,okcA : ,ucaI;..si:i,i Auup, ..ou read this. By the way, Com- 

■ 1 . . s p. ,\i:iiira t. A m i g a modorL . is h ; h A 
Cr:i P h, -.Iter, pi,,. .. ksign.Oh hlJlm ,„ pmj , rams ' Jn j .i„, : . 

playing the enlcrlammeiu pro- 
grams. Conventional "wisdom" 
P art >' in the L\S. is still that the home 
doesn't exist. Hods. 



That, of ct 






i development. Other 

;s are opculv .lis, ..ssinc 

s tor the Am ie.ii. Auiong 



„ with programs. Thai's 

good for Com mod ore. j;ood for 
fthe software companies, and 
good for you and me, Apple, 
IBM and Atari may not be too 
happy about it, but that's 



Last word 



. Amiga right now . 

1 h ; J .... I I 

era'" S h devdn P srs > »' ho ll 






guys 1 



k'-'se [j-icidi.-nr.ilK-. Comn-.odnre tans 
the toici.i he iv.te.estcd to kniiw how 
Tramiei is doing over a! 



need pre- praises of the Amiga 

™- Jut we're a:ivhody. Theii first effort is „„, 

of artists [listing Dehixepaim, ; . rapines prut-iam modore's long-time Chi 

■'■- astelevi- that features three brush styles, the company about a 

"■' m ""!try, Well, amazingly, the ] 

:1 '-d ScflVI , ,e 



is, whith are using it air brushing, ... 

graphics. And of i 2 1 lou rs on sc te en a t " o 
it ol Commodore M a jillion other features. I 



e saying that Jack w 



the 12* to buy Arnicas. Other lilies on the wav: Delux- 

I ve hcgi,;: to con-.p,le a lisi of Music Const run ion Set, Ileitis , 
Annci, s.v,,.....,,, -|,a- is .vailal.l,- l',i,,-in,, „ m .l Del.,.,; Video " „ L 
' ' ' " ' ' " II , , t ,, n l , , 



Hut Jack got the 520ST out the 



Software 
File 



support real colour av.inumon Am, S a 

-' — reo sound. looks r lk , A ,., ri wl[ 

;om - All 18 of their ul- for ,i loiig, long r m - 

: fiction programs are lor of people her,- a, 

. Out for the Amiga. These %2QST instead of 

I guys have r. i;e-.;, . Kec-usc the;! because [he ST is 

| games are all -est, it's very easy sue. Tramiei 

) port their stuff from one find a way to . 



■ays s 
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'ames Plus Games Plus Games 



knife through the eve 3n.v , no: 
jected to the blood capsules - 
something to do wish il being a phar- 
ir a c st U r d et c i - ed . Messrs Stra cha n 
and Whealley - directors of Domark 
- sent on I a Christmas Card with 
them in seasonal Santa gear bran- 
IWS n front Of a wall 

covered in blood.... 

Sic.n; wi- joiarx eipect = 
s 'il 'aneo.js sfc;s d_a reco-d is 
video and a game soon he cunMny 
are Currently negotiating a game bas- 
ed or 'he M P-p Mi.s;' 511-je 
'cr-.o-nt.B-- T= < about - pop music') 
with the record being rereleased to 
coincide. More info soon .... 




f.P.vf; 

i-^*5^> Thev d ° ,ake sbowe,s 



support for this good c 



ecubves from Software Companies 
with their time to administer the tape 

The full list of titles for the 64 tape 
hoi not ye: been released - though 
we do know it will have ss cares or it 
and cost £6.99 

To get "Off the Hook" off to a 
Sparkling start a v.ntage bollie of 
champagne was auctioned at a 
j.'.Vui-. - irer in London's Park 
Lane. After a seres of bds aic 
counter bids from MS f j0 d:Ve 
aiVCentre Soft and all the r affu arec 
American labels on one hand and Fire- 
bird.'BeyondlEpyx and Melbourne 
House on tie other common sense 
' i,j|; settled Lpon the proceedings 
ano 1 ivas decided that no one com- 
: ii- .- at :: sup o( companies would win 
the champagne but thai even/we 
.vno nad 010 "for .1 would share * at a 
cost of £1.000 each. 



organised ihe joinl bid - thougri no: 



k1 Mark Cale as 



ittEarp tie look. Am I about to 
ime massive conclusion about 



case ol 'Scooby Scooby Doo where are 
you 1 ' beciijic he game has Leer 
shelved. "Postponed cfiiisf :o 
quo'c t :ti Steve Wikoi precisely 
(as I always do). "What we had wasei- 
ceptiorsal but we couldn't get enough 
of it in." Sales ol the 128 might lead 
Steve to co-is do- : 
Another article less likely to be missed 
which has disappeared into that great 
Bermcda Sohware Tr ana e is 
Challenger the £1,000 quiz game. 
Seems the prize wasn't enough lor 
you lot ... . 

If you've seen a copy of Bladerunner 
at all, you may notice thai the packag- 
ing declares that it is '. . . a Video 
game interpretation of the film score 
by Vangelis'. The reason being that 
wtien CRL decided to make the game. 



id the same thing frilly siirt. Phil Pratt 0' Fireoird ap- 

aHtecLrCh's-TiasCLiilv. vV'ij: yoc reared ir a -,-a-y -jrt s. Icrf Min-.er 

gonna write about me this month'" arrived clutching a plastic bag and 

:.irg a glass ol wine all sporting an Afghan coat. Rod 

- , : ■ .-,... /-.-:-. Me'Nothinf Couisns : 

I s:lc"ere; Bui I dd jffil a prone awa-d. was n a ■: r ■■ l- 

call from your PR man Leslie Bunder tivision's Andrew Wright was sporting 

Sd'iiEi today anrounctng he hadn't hisc -'— 

been sacked, lor some strange and 

reason." "Rubbish." cried Mark bran- drav 

dishing a bottle, "ol course he was the 

sacked " Incidentally Archer Maclean from 

is currently working on Alternate;."' in. : :.- -.--.■■ -. 

Karafefor System 3 he programmer nood 4SJ r :■-,,■;.- .v.-,a.-. c-irwc 

responsible tor the eicellem Drop- mg their secono Sor. A.a tape in aid of 

zone. . . the Princes Trjs: s.i -rc;.:.:Li';y- 

The battle between Elite and set up to help young people with drug 

Alligata over CoramandoMho Cares anxlalcoho probers 

Wins co-iHrues. Both sioes are con- Soft Aid II will be ca sc Off the 

vinced ol a very profitable victory u Hook'' vi u mes from most of the 

this software whodunnit, but Alligata major companies in the business In- 

were so pleased at the changes that eluding U S. Gold Firebird, Activism, 

.-. ■■ j- ced to make to the game 
that a representative expressed the 
wish that ". . . we gel a writ every 
lime we try to put out a ;ie 11= . I thai s 
what happens . . . 

As for the Commando v Rambo 
shootout, if looks like Elite won that 
one. but it seemed to me to become as 
muc-i a battle of the bugs. Did you 
know thai you can release lie -cs: of 
the P.O.W.s in Rambo beloreyou have 



There were fourteen takers in all 
which worked oul il 
a hall a glass each - sertanly tie 
most expensive d-ink ever supped by 
one Clement Chambers - boss Of 
CRL - drafted in because thirteen 
was considered an unlucky number It 
certainly was tor him. 



"Not par- 



Hot Shots ligger enquired 

.1, ust a dr, _ r . 
*fl te ' saic Cieni. with a brave smile. 
But it was no; all sweetness and 
I ight at the game na « 1 r r j a I * r a :> 
bash. Some of the women guests pro- 
tested IO the organisers when a strip- 
ping police woman turned up to read a 
coem anc clan: a kiss on the Cheeks 
of Greg Injnan the editor of the 
trade newspaper Computer Trade 
" " Tacky Greig, tacky .. . 



relii-HMi: 



... 



, changing to the right of the 

sc-c-cr ml- 's: hmg in Commando you 
can make Gl Joe disappear complete- 
mey couiun • race me r iir ngms. n s ly? Maybe you did . . . 
ironic in my opimor ■> c i • ,■: ;.-.or-:o . W-ulst we're on the subject of the 
music should be the best aspect of the Emap Xmas bash I notice- some 0' 
game.... the dress styles in evidence. 

Wtiere's the System 3 hotshot you Mitogen's Mike Meek was there in a 
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A 




Success 

The Epyx Story 



by Dan Gutman 

You can't call yourse/f a 

true gamester if you don't 
own an Epyx game. The 
quality of games that has 
been coming across the 
Atlantic from them has 
been staggeringly good. 
Sports simulations, racing 
games, platform games, 
whatever they put their 
hand to becomes a classic 
it seems. We sent our man 
in the US, Don Gutman to 
find out how Epyx do it. 



sr waits poised gl the top of 



tilts his body k 
perfect landing 



there for what seems like an eternity, 
' is body forward, and executes a 
d goes wild. 

1988 Olympics — you're playing 
Winter Gomes, the number one Epyx 
title and one of the first titles available 
lor Commodore's spectacular Arriaa 
computer. If you thought the C-64 ver- 
sion was good, the Amiga version will 
blow you owoy. 

whilst of the other companies in 
the Stole, release the same old tired 
ideas or simply go bankrupt, Epyx juir 
keeps coming; Temple of Apsfiai, 
Jumpman, Pitstap, Summer Games, 
Summer Gomes II, Impossible Minion. 
Hit after hit aftc- h ■ Winter Go:;vj, 
which was released in the <ul o- lo-i 
year, hod already sold 200,000 
copies by the end of 1985. Epyx 
seems unstoppable and are un- 
doubtedly the biggest entertainment 
software house In America 



October 1978 by Jim Connelley, c 
rabid Dungeons & Dragon, fancrir 



1980 they changed the company's 
name lo "Epyx". Why Epyx? Because 



', Epyx 



e distributed 
a (in " 



their games ore brought to you by 
U.S. Gold). Epyx took in nearly S2Q 

nelley left in 1 983 to form his own soft- 
wore development group, but the hits 
keep coming. 

From the start, Epyx games have 
been different. When everyone else 
was churning out the eye/hand coor- 

shooting games, Epyx concentrated on 
strategy and thinking gomes. (In (act, 
the Epyx logo is Rodin's statu,- of 'T-n 
Thinker" . . . holding a joystick) Tem- 
ple of Apshol got the ball rolling, ot- 

lovers 9 |n°l Q 9e3 5 Epyx tumed'sden™ 

fiction guru Isaac Asimov's bostsc-ll'irig 
book Robots of Dawn into a bestseir 
ing all-text game. Even the ■radihonal 
joystick games became strategic under 
the Epyx label. In their 1984 The 
World's Greatest Baseball Game, the 



the screen, you juggle statistics ond 
make decisions. Epyx games almost 
always require players to use their 

brains more then their thumbs. 

in the States lor their distinctive 
graphics. One look at Summer Gomes 
is proof of that. The gome includes 
eight Olympic events, Ihe opening 
ceremcn es, and the flags and national 
anthems of 17 nations. Before this pro- 




or's deal with Lucasfilm {Star 
etc.) assured that the graphic 

released, and more are on the way. In 
my opinion, Ballblazer - sort of on in- 
tergaloctic soccer game — has the 

most exciting graphics of any com- 
puter game. The Lucasfilm titles are 
distributed by Activision in the U.K. 
■■'(■rrniiy. Epyx has expanded to in- 

their catalogue. Lost year they scored 
big with Fast Load, which "transforms 
your Commodore disk drive from a 

gazelle." This year they've released 
the popular spreadsheet iVft.'r.'p.'rj:! foi 
Ihe Commodore 64 as well as The Pro- 
grammers' 8ASIC Toolkit which gives 



Talk with 
the boys 



That brings us up to the present. What 
about tomorrow? Recently I had the 
opportunity to sit down with Bob 
Botch, Vice President of Marketing, 
and Matt Householder, Product 
Manager of Winter Gomes. We chat- 
ted about the company, their latest 

D.G.: Do Epyx gomes sell different- 
ly around the world? 

B.B.: In most cases, no. Im- 
possible Mission was tin excep- 
tion. It was never a super hit in 
the United States. But in 
England, Europe and 
Australia, it won Game of the 
Year. It's been our bestseller 



D.G.: Europeans don't play much 
baseball or football. How did The 
World i Greatest Baseball Gome and 
The World's Greatest Football Game 

B.B.: There's a lor more in- 
terest in those sports than 
previously, but they weren't 



. 68 COMMODORE USER 



in QiWcon Valley 



big sellers. The problem is that 
bath games are strategy inten- 
sive, not action games. If you 
" ' iow all the rules of the 






gram come aboul 

B.B.: Our 

thought there 



we took the 
to see what made them tick, 
technology that they thought 
operating systems. We were 





our "Vorpal system," which is 
even faster thon Fast Lead. 

DC: How did you team up with 
Lucasfilm? 

B.B.: We started talking to 
them some time ago, not 
knowing they were tied up 
with Atari. As it turns out. Atari 
was sold and the new manage- 
ment decided not to go into the 
game area. I would guess 
Lucasfilm spake to everybody 
in the industry. We felt comfor- 
table with them and they felt 



B.B.: If they ___ 
sales numbers every month, I 
think I could change their 

D.G.: Lei's talk about your latest 
hits. Did the same people create Sum- 
mer Gome j, Summer Games It and 
Winter Games? 

B.B.: Summer Games and 
Summer Games II were done 
by the same group of people. 
They didn't do the graphics or 
coding for Winter Games, only 
because they were all working 
on other projects. 

D.G.: Matt, what was your role in 
Winter Games? 

M.H.: The game itself was 
mostly carried out by Bob 
Ogdon of Action Graphics. But 
it was a team effort. A dif- 
ferent person did each of the 
translations for the Apple II 
and Macintosh. My job was to 
do the general trouble- 
shooting and firefighting. 

D.G.: Firefighting? 

at means to identify 
problem areas and see that 
they're fixed. For instance. In 
the biathalon event, we 
originally didn't have the logic 
far loading the shell and ejec- 
ting it. You just fired the shots 
off. My contribution to the 
game was to suggest that we 
cock the gun and eject the shell 
before firing. It seemed to 
round out the fantasy of firing 
a rifle. That decision was made 
about a week before the game 
was done. 



And in the bobsled event, 
you'll notice that the sky 
scrolls by when you turn cor- 
ners. Originally, the Strolling 
wasn't smooth enough to meet 
Epyx standards. I suggested 
that the iky be scrolled more 



was harder on the fi m . 

sion thon the Commodore 

D.G.: How long did it lake to finish 

M.H.1 The total conception to 
completed product took nine 
months. *■ 

D.G.' Each event in the program 
has its own musical theme. Did one guy 
do oil the music? 

M.H.t Yes, David Thiel. He did 
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SPECIALISTS IN QUALITY COMPUTER GAMES 
FOR THE DISCERNING GAMER 

Strategy, Adventure and Sports Games 
for Commodore 64 Computer 



Send for our free 20 pa 



UUi/hbone Software 



<t 16, Powerful word processor. Facilil _ 
it, variable tab, insert, amend, delete, copy, move texirrtoht " 
'" '<• < F„i menu driven with comprehensive 

=y-to-use instructions. Great value: Cassette £5,95, Disk E7.9E 
C16 FILE 



Data 16. Takes the place ol 



s. Fnn lities in 



d, amend, delete records pat sword protection 

_.- ..In. direct and special searches print "■ 

ariable fields etc. Cassette E5.95, Disk £7.95. 
oth programs can be used with all direct conn 



ill! part records. 

Send chequeJPG to A&c'software, 75 Oakthorpe^Gardens" 18 ' 1 
Tividale, W. Midlands Rti9,:-L = 




CHOICE 
EXPRESS COMMODORE REPAIRS 
' I L I- I I [ 

WHY PAV HIGH FIXED'PRICES 
ija FOR PROFESSIONALISM - "01 all the repair companies ■Sinclal. 

*^y " t ,,....„ .,,„, - , -'■• 

SS^AT^l.Tr- "" C " l r '" > 'J D WITHOUT " 

WILL RETUHN 
THE COMPUTER ANDREFir-.; WEDt 

MANCOMP ltd 

IDcpl i Ul Priri L ii Li r i m in 



9. 
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sic on all formats of the 
and it really shines on 

wrote the original 
and he wrote the code 






M.H.: We considered all th< 
winter events we could thi 
of. We picked the ones < 
thought would be excitir 
and we wanted a broad var 
ty of 

like the figure skating. Speed 
skating was added pretty far 

*- 'he development. We 
it that we needed a very 
I . stick-buster" 
event — something to put a lit- 
tie adrenalin into the product. 

D.G.: Are you planning any games 
lor the Commodore 128? 

B.B.: The 128 mode is really 
not a "game" mode. As far as 
our games ore concerned, they 
will lie 64/128. As of yet, we 
have not found a way to use 
the 128K and still use all the 
graphics that the 64 has to 




D.G.: 



2L 



We , 



-r plans 1 
ill have 



Winter 

r in the U.S. in April. 

mk nave one event done — the 

ski jump — and it's unbeliev- 
able. Our plans are to have 
three products on that machine 

by April. 

D.G - 



by April. 

D.G.: Mem, v 



going very smoothly. We're 
porting the graphics from the 
C-64 to the Amiga, and then 
we're going in and making 
them look like Amiga graphics. 
Winter Games on the Amiga 
will have 32 colours, instead of 
16. The same events will be on 
the Amiga version. 

We haven't decided on the 
controls yet. The Amiga comes 
with a mouse, but it's not the 
most ideal control. 



B.B.; Let's say there won't be 

Winter Games II but there 

'ill be something I think the 

, ublic will like just as much 

D.G.: Spring Gomes? Fall Games? 



rid Games 
Pageant? 
B.B.: I 



The Miss 

won't tip my hand on 
. Next fall we'll have 

will be 

Summ 



mething that will be a 



I'd 9 a 

Winter Games i 

think it will be even better 
received in England. That's just 



Sob Ogdon, who created Pitstop for Epyx, was the programming gen/us behind Winter 
Games. We asked Bob if there were any obstacles he encountered in the design of the 
game, "About a million," he replied. We don't have room to print them all, but here is c 
brief behind-the-scenes look at each event in Winter Games. 



FIGURE SKATING: We took pic- 
lures of the Olympic videotapes and 
digitized the images from the camera. 
The digitizing wasn't that clean, but it 
gave us an ideo of motion and 
balance. Then we did hand sketch 
animations of all the steps and entered 
them in our system. There was so much 
□ nimoiior that memory was □ tremen- 
dous problem. In foci, memory was a 
problem in all the events. We wanted 
to hove roses thrown out of the stands 
at the end of each performance, but it 
wos impossible." 

SKI JUMP: "It's truly on exciting, 
scary event, and we wanted to por- 
iroy that. The idea was to give you a 
close-up of the person in the air, ond at 

ture. The 



pushing the figure in a randor 

as you get slraight, the cc 
chooses another direction and 
you that way. It's relentless. It 



antlv 



stop pushing you unt! 
the around," 
HOT DOG: This or 
of fun. The key is lo 



time associated with it. You've got to 

KATI^Gl "We tooTJhe 

bicycling event from Summer Games 
and made it into a rowing event for 
Summer Games II. Then we took that 

sltoting for Winter Games We just 
changed the art and Iwiddled around 
with it a little bit," 

BIATHLON: "It wos put in there to 
moke something completely different. 
It breaks up the pace of the other 

action/reaction type ol things. You 
have to learn a different set of skills. If 
you overwork yourself, you won't go 



rhythm. For the backgrounds, we shot 

were going to go. The rest wos done 
freehand by Steve Johnson. In this 
event we talked about showing dif- 
ferent views of the skier, but we decid- 
ed to stick with the side view," 
BOBSLED: "This was definitely the 
hardest event to program. The Com- 
modore, Apple and Macintosh don'l 
lend themselves to moving a lot of data 
quickly. In order lo get ihe sensation of 
motion going down the track, we hod 
to do alol of updating of fairly large 
imoge areas. We had lo do some fon- 

.-., conff-'.-ior, Tr: .vknlf- lr..-l M *,n- 
ning is to get your inside TV 
ly on thot Tittle line ot the 1 
curb. That'll give you the , 
I've never been able to do it. Original- 
ly, the athletes were supposed to push 
the sled out ond get on it, but we ran 
oul of memory." 



le bottom of the 
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Duchliit 

Rotronics DX-85 printer reviewed 



To get good quality print from your Commodore micro 
you've simply got to buy a non-Commodore printer. And 
that involves you in all kinds of interfacing problems. 
Wouldn't it be nice if you could just plug in a cartridge? 
That's just what the Rotronics DX-85 lets you do. It may 
not be a thing of beauty but you can't judge a printer by 
its cover. 



A pnnter wiih a "British Made" svmbo: 
on it is a rare iLshi ihou days. Bui Ihc 
most striking thins about [be Roirouics 
DX-.S5 in mains prinu-: {Sanhecu if von 
take the sticker off) is that it's an uglv 



around for over a year now in the 
corporate market. Rotronics has now 
decided it's ready Tor tht home. The 
innards may be tried and tested, but 
outwardly it resembles the back end of a 
Ford Popular and weighs as much as a 
month's groceries. 

Exterior looks aside, the DX-85 has lots 
to commend it, primarily it's ease of 
connection to your Commodore. No tiddly 
n:tc[:aco adap:nr= to buy. [he I.1X-S5 oilers 
optional plug, in interface cartridges: 
Commodore, Centronics oi RS-J32. It's 
also Epson-compatible, aiming to compete 
Willi [he low-end LpsoniRX.FX), aid Sun 
' ' s. At £233 (inc VAT) for the 
version, it just pips the 
at the post. 



Star or lip son niodcSs, Instead, a tractor 
appears at either end of the rubber roller 

[ogclhcr wi:h two papei idaming clips. 

This is a neat idea but it adds to [he 
already ii.nisi me:hoii n:" in:,eni:;a paper. 



.;• 






The Specifications 


the I1X-S5 is an Sil cohimn prime; 1 '. >0 
.T.liu:.ns in condensed model which p;i::l; 
bi-directhmalk ,« 120 characters per 
second. It's j;rj[ a <) by V print matris which 
gives true descended — the tails on letters 


asKusnr^: 


Ju'iim 



— a Heath Robinson affair if ever [here 
was one. At least -h, nhhnn cut rid at- is 
simple to insert. It's a type used by 

Mannesman Talk' so rephi, f:Wi> should 

Round tr.e front, -here's the usual panel 



or screws to unfasten. Under the bonnet, 

sorry cover, is a sniggering arra; of ?o DIP 
switches. Luckily, some of them apply 
only to the particular interface you're 

using, and they're la rite [■•inner. ;o be se; 



Jap.ine 



Example of the DX-85' 



like p' and 'g : . You .an also ;ie[ doulhe- 
width, underlined and emboldened 
characters. 
Although it copes with both singlr-shee! 
" nary, there's no lifi- 
;he ones you get on 



"Brji 


lidi 


£— -^fcs^pro^ 





ough one of th 



standard OPEN and CLOSE form 

characters are rep r odu « A : a i i h Hi 1 1 v . 
The DX-85 worked well with all 



dealt with a variety ot graphics 
es that offer a ai.rnj:L dump laciliiv. 

idels with the added bonus that line 
were also quicker. Print quality 
identical to the Epson RX in term's 
;pacine ar.J density. ISut settinc the 
'$ print head closer to the paper 
i even denser and rounded look r t > 



.1 ,1l,il:: ;i::: ,.' 

uy copy ihe Commodore 
-iiiuhL.-L.Ml.ni; sextains 
rising despite being men- 
e contents pace'!. Till' 



ie :>!>;■• .■ i,i!;i,ts vou'j probably bu> 



i.55 lui the Commodore cartridge. By the 
m-. an RSJ.^ si- up would cost £217.95 
(all prices include VAT). In all, that's con- 
'.iderafi;, cllcapei llun rbi: ir.itri popalat 
models, pi lis ii reasonable interface 



shows with the advantage of compatibility 



Interfaces and prices 



DX-S5 »ill get a Facelift id the early 
part of '86 — it sure needs one. The 
DX-85 may be an ugly duckling but, at 
the price, it's got to be a bargain. 



to find an interface adaptor that actually 
Now for the prices 



• DX-85 dot-matrix printer 

• Rotronics Ltd 

Santosh House 
Marlborough Trading Estate 
West Wycombe Road 
High Wycombe, Bucks 
tel: 049445275? 

• pi ice: £199.95 (Centronics) 

£217.95 (RS 232] 

Commodore) 
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Here if is, our comprehensive roundup of business 
software specially written or adopted for the 128. We 
include a guide to acquiring the much-talked about 
"wealth" of CP/M software, and a preview of the 

world's most popular database for micros — dBase II. 



COMMERCIAL 

SOFTWARE FOR 

THE 128 



een. That means (he imports 
18 of the software should be w 

tware listed below is disk-based, 
leware of programs that claim 
"128 compatible". All this tends 
an is that they will run on the 1 



VIZAWRITE CLASSIC 



5SE (tel: 0534-813780) 



I hough it came dm months after it was 
llr -- l-romLcd. 1hc KWicrsionofihfwvll- 
respccied y,;. li! .,r is now available, and 
« tras 1n have ba ii »;;: worth waiting for. 
Based on the enhanced version for the 
Commodoic PC- 10 and other IBM 
-ompatihlf . , I,., . ome . -ia :a, il,- ■ 
which aren't even available for the big 



It has so many goodies rhat it needs to 

access the 4k in the cartridge, width was 
originally intended merely as a security 
device. Text area is about i5k and the 






ginssary , ,.p,.l-:i: r i . primer proiih: and 
default lormat, as well as the actual 
program. 

It has a choice of 'lire; ditlerem tviKtaec 
fonts lor use with out matrix p: inters (five 
nn a laser printer), plus true pioportiona! 
spacing. Emboldening and underl inn- 
can be seen on screen and formatting 
■■■:•■-. ■ l-i. removed :or verv rinse 
WYSIWYG (what you see is what you 



specify [bat it looks for tl 
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WORKC 



nee of a character (say a full stop), 

i considerably. It can produce near- 
quality on 801 or 801 primers and 
ts Epson and compatibles .-rid all 



Software Roundup 

by Karf Dallas 



withou 



;ss electronic Minimi 



Full stock control program with all 
:uv,s„i:;. i..,-.;:i„v These include Current 
Unit Trade Prices, Current Unit Sales 
1'rices, Last F.llttv Dates and Details, 
'— Stock Levels, Re-Order 



with S, 



S. This 



- .Jrly priced 

iv.NiLL.: ,.:!■ e tor i'crilrom.s iini other 
parallel primers is also available. 

Ii is possible to arrange text in up to 
eight newspaper-srvle columns and print 
them oui rhat wav. It has talk integrated 
speding checker and lit;- ni: . |. - .-. ,:: _■ 



HOME ACCOUNTS 
MANAGER 



TRANSACT 



Getting the computet out ot'th, aiphoard 
setting it up, plugging it in, and then 
loading a piece of software mav seem like a 
Ion:; winded wat of runnin" (he family 
I be incentive is now much 
greater thanks to the sophisticated 
package, made possible by the 128. 
Dialog's Home Accounts Manager is an 
earlv sample, l-tamics include expenses, 
nt, cash dispenser, as well as an 



Dialog of Essex have a com pre he it ^:vo 
range of business and production 
software for the I2S some ol" which halt 
been converted from the 64. 

Transact Integrated Accounts oilers 
fully ioieata-td iacllbies lo: sales ledget, 
general ledee:, pur.h.is.ng ledger, .aid 
final accounts. 



STOCK AID CONTROL 



address file. 

Like all of Dialog's IdSprogn 
Accounts Manager is available 
80 column screen formats. 

TEAM MATE 



- Home 



disk]! £49.95 



A single-disk imegialiug package (from 
America), linking SU-culumn woi, .(pro- 
cessor, -pteadsheet, da'ahasc and In-res 
graphics. Data can he moved hetween 
programs withnul cha::gin<t disk. There's 




| Pries (di 


k)- E24 95 




[Hjtribiitocs: Audiog. 


POBox 




88, 34-36 Cr 


own Court. 






rks RG6 




1AZ [tel: 0734-664646) 


Man No. 


ol Cells (Hor); 64 




Max No. 


of Cells (Ver): 254 






use, fairly powcr:i:l slice I. villi pull down 
menus which make ihlngs easy for die lirsi 
time user, but aren't so hartely lor I lie more 
experienced, who mav find them 
infuriating. 

Hoieevcr. dievi: pnikahiv he .hum ins into 
using its Basic-like l-in image to p to? ram it, 
making customised versions a real 
rr-i.-lio.il i: : . The I imc:io:-.s a c.ulahlc include 
the usual mm I :al, SUM. 

M IN'] m urn ; AiAXimum, MKAN. 
CHUN"] SQK'J |., ,,. t,,.-,, 1>\ (present 
value- j, VARlancc, a::d STD (standard 
civeiatiuti), as well .is GOTO, IF and 
JFCOTO, providing automated motion 

The packaging has been kept low to cut 

the price, hut it's wonderful value for the 
money, and actually worth a great deal 



SUPERSCRIPT 128 



Price [disk): 


£4990 


Distributors: 


Commodore Business 




Machines. 1 Hunters 




Road. Weldon, Cotby. 




Norhtams NN17 1QX. 




(tel: 0536-205555) 



Price (disk): 


£8995 inc VAT 


Distributors: 


Precision Software Ltd, 








Worcester Park, Surrey 




KT4 7JZ. 




Telephone: 01-330 




7166 


Text memory 


726 lines x 80 








memory, plus another 




255 lines in the 




second bank of 




memory, amounting 




to a total ol 78.480 




characters 



t 128 without 
rile spelling checker and macro laoiliu, and 
very Rood value at -hat. Interestingly, it 
shows its ancestry in the tii.i \ 
can be accessed from within it. so if spelling 
is not your problem, and yon don't need 
macros, the combination represents 
something uf a bargain. 



Slap-on r he-crisis utile first: I erred last 
month in stating it costs only £20 to 
upgrade- hum Sapcisciipl II on the 61 to 
Superscript I J a. The cos! is A Mi. 95, hut I 
still :,.!-. it's a bargain. 
It's an entirely n 
making the manual aiuiosl iupcTllueius. 
Help screens are available bv prcssins 
<F8> (or <F1> <H>). It ' 
extensive -glossary", allov ' 
keystrokes to he allocated 



istant reference 
ind manual. A calculator fu 
■:■ it: do ana: paces in be defined ;2 an 
default), multiplication, " 




Unlike the M version, the 80-column 
screen produces vet nail v WYSIWYG. 
There is a VIEW DOCUMENT ot 

which strips awa;. al; die fojinattnia. at.d modes; sprca.lshcei (J'i -■ 
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Precision Software's 





for your 
Commodore 128 




Su itable lot all ages, Superlype guides 
novice typisl towards complete typing 
"'oliaency. using p B . H i kyvinni - - 



SuperlypelCssst - 19^95 

Charge my f] Access QVisa. CiidNo 



a special 






COMPANY PAC 1-2-3 



Formal Disk 



Almost free 
CP/M software 



a couple of quid each (il.Sd if vou 
ier more than ten). And, as I say, m 
uabeiship fee 



parity. You'll also need so 



CF/M mode, of cow 



e suitable for the I26"s 



Since Ihe laiige ft soi'lwaie is so large, 

ClliS :,': Ji.' IS lOScOO Rod U 

Luge self-addressed envelope with el>p in 
slumps and ust fin .' complete catalogue. 
You'll sec hi; has iois of useful things cikc 



:s tend to have 



Downloading software 



villi n-ich! lite Hi tiv accessing 
' s Bulletin Board. (You can Jo 
,'ve only got a 64, of course.) 
il on OMMlioW and you'll 
k configured for 300 baud 



138Holtye Road, 

East Grin stead. 

Sussex RH19 3EA. 

Tel: (voice calls) 0324-313883 



30 Brancaster Road. 
Newbury Park, 
Word, Essex IG2 7EP. 
Tel: 01-597 1229 
UK CP/M Users' Group, 
72 Mill Road, Hawley, 
Dartford. Kent. 



lis, CP/M offers the only n 



A look at dBase II 



of 



established 64. Lust month, 
the fact that there is an 

often bundled with machines like the 

:i;i:':spi'ii::ible Osborne and Kcaypro 
machines, which ought io run on ihe 
C128. 

But even second-hand, •-,:,.': i ■■ ■ ■. i- : i ■ ■ I 
software is likely losei you back sometjime 
the wrong side of £100. However, it is 
possible to get leally powerful prngrams 
for pnlj C2 plus '.he cost of a disk, if you 

'•' ni ■•! llit uie.Hil- .liuir i. li. li in, 

what is called "public domain" software. 
You can even save yourself the cost of 
membership l«. postage and disk by 
getting it via the Bulletin Board of the 

I 1 !, hi,,' Do'n ,iin \, .,'.'..■„■ iv l'.ilT.,rv - though 
in -his rase, vou should budge: I'm unite a 
phone bill, sinci :he Kntrd updates;!' Wi' 
baud, taking about 15 minutes to 
download a reasonably small progiam 10 
you ove: ihe phone lines. 

Software Sources 

\Yh.:,l is "puK.,- domain'' Milrw:irr» Well, 
if you are a member of ICPL'G, you 11 
probably Jmow the answer to that 
question. It's been making available 
Commodore ton-.,! programs tree tn iis 
members tor some uses. Ami rumour lias 
it that they're now to start making CP-'M 
sohncue av.i-'.aM- 'i, ivmh.i. iie.dcr -his 
scheme. There is also a specialist CK 
CP/M users' Group who have a useful 
library of programs. 

However, prohabb the bigscst range ol' 
su,:: "tree" se.lrw.ire is :!i;it av.-ibhie from 
the guy who runs the above-named 
Kuiietm Hii.ini. Rod Smuh. who has over 
i000 double sided disks available, and all 



.is Cl'.'.M package you can get for your 128. It 
Illustrious U'liriS'Mr (reviewed lest month): it 
jet around the screen ( < CTRL > + < S > to 
haracter left, <CTRL> + <D> to move to the rights which ,ii 



append, to add new records, ar 



In ["act. compared '.villi Vt'jrJSwr', ...... 

assistar.ee, your first encounter will: dBase II will be positively gnomic. After the 

11,11 I i p i _ i h 1 I ■■' - ''- m 1 :es.;u-..l .11 | I 1' t' least informative 

prompt ;:; ihe world oi" computers ■ . Alter Thai, things get a bit more tnendly 
-..-. — lft) t0 set up a new database, hiv, io access u, 
use quit, to end a session. Commands can be 
i will be interpreted as append, crea as crane, 
etc. There is also a "help'' facility,' which can be used on its own, or with one oi" 
the commands, so that typing " help create < RETURN > " will tell you all aboui 
letting up a database. 

This is one of those programs in which you have to be very clear m your mmd 
about what you want it to do before you start using it. You need io work out 
thelength of each lie'. I in your re. nnl. decide isbetlier it ,s to be alpha or numeric, 
how ling it will be (including decimal points and leading t or - signs. :: ;t s 
numeric), etc. Numeric information (which can be totalled. mulnpli.,! ii, li- .. 
quite sophisticated nay. meaning thai you could use douse 11 sel up a powerful 
accounts svsicm nfvuur own) is accurate up to len digits, eg, up to 9O.OT9W),0° 

Theie is also a 'hi id 'vpe of field, called a hgkal field, which requnes .: single- 
letter input, either Y or N (lor ves ,„ no; or T o, V (True/False), The response r™ 



looger than ten character 
long and must not contain spaces, though other alphanumeric keys L 

I ■ I br displayed in capitals, even if they are entered ;n ' ■- ■- 

The maximum nuiisber of characters per 

across up to 3 2 different fields. The — : - 
a-.y single database is 65535 - but it 
space long before that. 

Dozens or books have been writte 
complexities n a lew hundred winds Rut believe 



is 1000, which may be spread 

jber of records you can have in 

oe.lv fair to admit that you'll run out of disk 

en about dBase IT, so I can't hope to cover its 

ords. But believe me, it is power fbl, and its 

if you need that kind of power. Even second 

i likely to come cheap (about £15(1 seems to be par for the course), but 

You may gel liickv and be ofiercd a disk or- its own, sans manuals. Well, as I've 
...id i .'. . i e , e plenty of books available (my favourite is M de Puce', 11 , -A'l.ye. v; o'i 
JHas. il. < 7 '"■ from. Gi a niida ) ,o if the one. is lo* enough, you may be getting 
yourself a bargain. But don't blame me if you gel lost. 

Using dBase [I without adequate documentation is worse than adventure 
gaming — and it can be far more frustrating. 
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Tommy's Tips Tommy's Tips Tommy's Tips To 



Key que stion 



)oar Vornmy, Could ypu pl< 
ne if it is possible to program a 
.articular key, if when the power is 

in the memory. 
Also please could you tell me how 
t is possible to play music while 
oading a program on the M. 



done by the user must reside in RAM : 
is unavoidable. The only way round it 
use somcrhing like the Soft-Prom 

Zero Electronics,, which enables vo 



.Vuo-.Start. While Ihb ■■>:. 
niiv..uli.3Si,s t . l ., : ., i ,„-i,l l 
onlv other way ,s to ha, 
machine-code in a prograt 

is (inly possible if von also wruc vour osvn 
loadci routines: in machine-code. The 
™ 11 - ' i -I ' i tij interrupt', 

50th of a second: they can be made tn 

cause a jump u, a user w i men m.'e. routine 
be hue carrviriv. i.m with [he normal 'house- 
keeping' tasks Unless sou are a wizard at 
machine code and using interrupts, I 




16 Spirals 



Dear Tommy, At present, 

C16 computer, and have been 
reading your magazine ever since 
the day I bought the CIS, (Good 
Friday). 

I would like to ask "Tommy's 
Tips" how I can draw a spiral on the 
CIS? Many thanks for a great mag. 
Always glad to obhgc, here is a program [., 
Jiaw a spiral thai uses l hi- huih-Ln 'circle' 
cn.muand. By altering [he value of SP in 
line 10 you can change II to draw ar.y size 
of spiral: 

10GRAPHIC1,1;SP = B 
29 FOR X = 1 TO 100 STEP SP 

H.lDO,100tSPM,X„n,180 
40 C[RCLli,150,100-SPM,X + Sl>f2 
,,180,0 
50 NEXT 



Colour trouble 

Dear Tammy, I have just purchased 
the new C128 computer but when I 

■xi. I he TV screen was 
black and white. My TV is a 
Ferguson 14" colour, (the one which 
has been advertised on TV). I have 
used the TV with a Tandy Colour 
Computer and everything worked 
" tried tuning the TV but it 



m fVVMomtor since sou refer :o 
the TV. If despite toning from 
erne of the picture [u the other you 



hkdyth.it the TV m 
in the computer :uav be faullv. If" vol: have 
access to a colour monitor then check if ihe 
composite video output is producing a 
colour pi ci urc. If no:, ihen it is certainly 
the video chip that is at fault: if ii Joes, 
the:: rhis indicates a modulator faull. 

liithcr way, I suggest you contaei vour 
dealer who can test the computet end 
replace it if faulty. 

Just ill case you We sot a TV/Monitor 
ami are v.smg the composite video inputs, 
::> >!::.■..' :mi1 vout lead is eontlected to 
pin 4 oflhc 8-pin DIN mug ;md not Pin I: 
the biter pro-duo oob a I CM.-SYNC 
siguah Mn lOlour ht-mg earned on I'm 6 
(CHROMA signal). Using Tin I alone will 







t B&W pi 



, s.iN M: 
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Dear Tummy, I have recently 
acquired a Commodore Pius/4 and 
have found that I cannot get games 
for my computer in the shops in my 
area. Would Commodore M tapes or 
cartridges work in my Plus/4? [ 
noticed in recent issues of 

;■•■ User that there are no 
programs for the Plus/4 and will 
there be any in the near future? I 
look forward to hearing from you. 
rnfoilunateiv a lot of shops are not 
bothering to stock software fit either the 
lis or the l'h:s.-l, p:esu::iahiv because Ihcv 
are afraid if they get withdrawn lllev wiil 
end up with unsold stock. However, all is 
mil l.ssi because you can order software for 



■a " Jept 1 hi lelepi: umber :s 0536 

S.12ia ami Mie-, cm send ■,-,.,, , eataloeue 
which includes a range of 67 

sanies, .J ve-t ore programs for the 16 & 
Flus/4. 

As fur using software or cartridges 
h--i- ::..-J hi- ihe ml, the answer it tiiee are 
complete ly incompatible. Even if you 
could gel programs u, hiad, thev cannot be 
converted easily shut- the l'lus.'-l h.s mi 
sprites, different sound facilities, a 
different Basic and a totally dill.: reel 
memory man. As ii-.r progiams .p:v.:r:m: 
11! the mag. it's up to ihe leaders with 
Plus; -Is to gel writim: and submit their 
programs to: ouhlicaiio::, so come on .ill 
you lhus-4 ow::ars - how about it? 



Protection pro blem^ 



security in the game. To put a 



it of fuss and expense. 
I tried a Vic poke on it to disable the 
run stop key. It did the job, but it 



SOFTPOST, Commodores ..a n sofi ware there an ei 



Tbmy's Tips Tommy's Tips Tommy's Tips Tomm\ 



h disables any keys, sets 
run) and then LOADs t 



; 1. 1 ■' I :: v--:-. 15 & 46. 

vou obtain into the following line in 
loader program: 10 POKE 45,X:F 
46,Y:CLR where X and Y are the v 

from Die I'likKs. 
Don't think that [his is in any way 




Pin connections 



PEEK Bear Tom, 



OPEN<lfn> i 

Iherclorc nor he parr of the memory avail- 
ebie 1o l^Li^i^. T1-I3S is because opcninc: an 
RS252 channel allocates two 256 byre 
buffers, for intput and output. The 
OPEN<l:n->.2 command also performs 
an intrinsic O.K. thus dcsiroyine, any 
'.enables thai have alrcadv hero CTeaitvi. 
This means that you must OPEN the 
channel before Je:::e eoy vipvjrs Iron: r:v 

Afier you have OPENed the channel you 
can still alter the baud rate etc FOKEing 
the values into the Control Register 
I address (>59) and the Ci 
(address 660). 



i computing (also to 



number 

use the selected num 
GOTO (or GOSUB) us 



Dyn a mic duo 

Dear Tommy, I own a Vic-20 (USA 
model) and a Commodore 84 
(European model). Cunvlnced that 
the Vic-20 must s tiu have some u5e | 
tried to use it as a terminal for the 
C64, using the programs in the 
'Programmers Reference Guide'. 

On the user port of each machine 
I connected common, Tx and Rx 
lines, crossing the Tx and Rx lines 
between machines such that the Tx 
of the CM was attached to the Rx of 
the Vic & vice -versa. As I 
understood the program, characters 
typed on the keyboard of one 
machine would be sent to and then 
printed on the screen of the other 



v being pulled to one 



companies still supplying Ram packs 
for the Vic 20. 

Your problem with the screen display is 
that lin- output from the Vie is nm high 
enough to drive a monitor d:rcc-«lv; near I v 
all Vies suiTcr from this problem. About 
the or.ly way round ii is to S et, or make, .: 
small video amplifier to boost the sisioal. 
The pin connections are the same as for 
the f.J so you can use the same leads. 

There arc still a few companies 
supplvrng Vie RAM packs; Zero 
Electronics (0493 842023) have their 
own, while the Morgan Camera 
Company (01-636 1138) mav still have 
-locks of Commodore Ram packs at very 



C olour range 



bit of the green. I'd like to know if 
it's possible to avoid that. I'd like to 
thank you for a very great mag! 
10 GRAPHIC 1,1. 

20 BOX 1,100,35,220,165 

30 DRAW 1,10(1.111(1 1< Ciai.1 III) 

40 COLORl,6iPAlNTl,160,99 

50 COLORl,7:PAINTl, 160,101 

Your problem is due to tile fact that in 
noroial hl-res mode you can only halt I wo 

■ o! -. libieiiiniukl .an: background) in 

any 8x8 'character block' on screen. 
Kiva ..-.■ -.in i an- trying to have a colour 
boundary in :h r middle of a row or these 

blocks, the seei'::::l liner! I col, mi 

replaces 'he tirst m the overlap area. To 
overcome the problem you must use the 



There ; 

communication. The mos: likely is that 
you have no; connected lite Received Data 
line to PRO i.pm C or: the User port) as 
'.veil as to hi .AC.,'; in oilier words, pins 15 
and C must be connected together befoie 
you can receive data correctly. If you i:j-,-.y 
got the connect ions correct (or if voir still 
can't comumriicar, jiiei linking R and C) 
then the problem is otic- oi" limine;. You 
mention that the V:.. ;s a 1'SA r...C.-' ill • 
will have bee:: set up ;o run on a slightly 
different clock frequency to the UK 
standard. All timings will be affected and if 



Dear Tommy, I wonder if you can 
help me with a small problem on ir 
64, I am in the process of writing a 



colour and Green and Blue as tl 



S» like Bi 

parity, stop bits etc. L'nforuiiintoly, 
when the OPEN2 in the program is 
reached, in which the variable is to 
be used, the top 512 bytes of 
memory where the nominated 
variables are stored is corrupted, 
causing the program to stop 
running. 

Is there any way of protecting this 



rewritten lo not only avoid the overlap 
problem, but to leave the frame around the 
hns: as well. Note that the penalty for us rue. 
multi-colon i mode is that the horizontal 
resolution is halved, so all the 'X' co- 
ordinates iir.ie hi scaled accordingly The 
following program will do exactly what 
vou require, demon strati tig ::ll the above 
points: 

10 GRAPHIC3,1 
20 BOXl.50,35,110,165 
30 DRAWl,50,10OTOl 10,100 
40 CO LOR2, 6: PAINT2, 100,99,1 
50 COLOR3,J:PAINT3,100,10I,1 
60 COLORl,l 
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COMMODORE 64 DATABASE — DATAFILE 



IODORE 64 WORDPRO - 



WRITE ALL YOUR PROGRAMS, USING JUST 

PLAIN ENGLISH, NO PROGRAMMING 

REQUIRED 

CODEWRITER. DIALOG with Graphics, ADVENTURE WRITER 

with Graphics. FILEWRITEH. REPORT '■.■■■:= TH! t. 

ELF, the ENTERPRISE SYSTEM (IBMPC) - all the hest 'state of 



program system) with your name and addre 
Jter. and *e' I sent! you a cirjmo-d >,:■ cental n: 
plus our literature and list of re^iv uiutjt.it 



' BACKUP-SYSTEMS FOfl CBM-64 k VIC-20 ' 



Eva&TonyThorneMBE 
ETCETERA LTD 

2 Valdemosa, L'lslet Crossroads 
3t, Sampsons, Guernsey, Europe GB 



•THE COMPATIBLE KEYPAD* 

GUARANTEED TO WORK WITH ALL SOFTWARE OR WE 
GIVE FULL REFUND! BBC „ £44.95 CBM 64 

,fi^^ £29.95 

■ NOT software driuensaves .■^P^^fc Inc P&P 
TIME and MEMORY, /^SSHD^^ & VAT 

■ Simple fitting with UffrmMm 
adaptor connector. 

■ Leaves all ports free. 

■ Full travel key switches. 
Cheques/PO's to:- 

COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS teh (0293) 30174 

11 Hylands Close, Furnace Green, Crawley, Sussex RH10 6RX. 




HINTS - POKES - MAPS 

-0\ i H..Y HANDBOOKS FOR COMMODORE 64/128 

OWNERS HI i -r . ■ . -- GAME PLAYING TIPS IN 

EACH EDITION, PLUS, COMPETITIONS AND 

SOFTWARE OFFERS 

COMMODORE ARCADE HANDBOOK El 00 

ADVENTURERS HANDBOOK '" £1 "oo 

COMMODORE GAME REVIEW HANDBOOK "'.'. E0>5 

H&D SERVICES ( c.u.) 

1338 ASHTON OLD ROAD. HIGHER OPENSHAW, 
| MANCHESTER M11 1JG. Tel: 061-370 S666 




CLARK KENT SOFTWARE 

26 North Cape Walk, Corby, Northants NN18 9DQ 
For enquiries please ring (0536) 742622 



BANKER 64 





FORCE 

CHECKS 

OUT 



AND MANY MORE 



All this plus all our unbeatable regular features like: HAPPY 
HACKER, TOMMY'S TIPS, HOT SHOTS, U.S. HOTLINE, 
FEEDBACK, CHARTS, PROGRAMS. 



fob with a pound coin In your sweaty little palm 



Into the Valley - Our 

adventure spot comes in for 
early Spring Cleaning with a 
completely new look next 
month. Now adventure fans can 
enjoy Screen Scene-style bigger 

than ever before. Next month: 
Lord of the Rings, Hunchback 
the Adventure plus a beginners 
guide to Infocom. 



Computer Magic — 






fun and educational so don't 



'O' Level Help - can your 64 
get you through your exams? We 
ask 'O' Level students and their 
teachers for their opinions on the 
latest £14-revision software. 

Soundtrack Camp — Test your 
skills in identifying the soundtracks 
featured on the latest 64 games. 
How? Simply by dialling up the 

information service. Listen to the 
music over the phone and send us 
your answers to win some great 
prizes. Full details next month. 

128 Owners Start Here — 

More good news for 128 owners 
— we continue our support for the 
1 28 with a look at the cheaper and 
better monitor options. 

C16 Gets More Support — 

there are more new games for the 
C 1 6 reviewed next month, plus our 
C16 Games Chart, plus a super 
type in free game, plus a chance to 
a bumper bundle of 1 6 games. 
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YOUR NEW DISK DRIVE FOR 
COMMODORE 128 
AND 64 

SFD1001 

I 1 MEGABYTE 

DISK 
DRIVE 



Fast Access Plus 1000k per disk! 



ONLY 

£239* 

plus VAT 



• Three times the capacity of the 1571 

• Four times faster than the 1541 

• Six times the capacity of the 1541 or 1570 

Proven technology based on reliable 8250 dual drive 
Connects directly to Commodore 128, Commodore 64 
Commodore 700, 4000 and 8000 series 



SFD1001 + INTERFACE + CABLE 

SFD1001 1Mb disk drive 
Brain Boxes CI 28/ 64 convertible 
interface 

IEEE parallel data cable 

Back up and file conversion utilities 
for Superbase users 

^£279* 

.plusVAT, 



SAVE £55 



HZ 



PLUS free upgrade for existing 
Superbase users 



SFD1001 + INTERFACE + CABLE 
PLUS, 



SFD1001 1Mb disk drive 

Brain Boxes C 12 8/ 64 convertible 

interface 

IEEE parallel data cable 

Back up and file conversion utilities 

(Zjh&tlaft' powerful programmable 

°T^ database ^ -\ 

SAVE £65 \piusVATy 



Precision Software Limited 

6 Park Terrace, Worcester Park 

J Surrey KT4 7JZ 
Telex: 8955021 PRECIS G 

SffiSS 01-330 7166 



The Ultimate Gawes for the 

Commodore 64 



WP^S/HZ^ 






MB 



nr^cBritEl 



M'LORDS, LADIES.& GENTLEMEN.- FRESH FROM AMERICA 
U.S. GOLD PROUDLY PRESENTS... THE UNDISPUTED CHAMPION.. 




wd techn 
^^ C64 is more than a game, it 

f /.^ %.l "\ "« has c'ass, it has style - forge! the rest. Fight Night is quite simply t. 

. ~ lj A 1 r T; , ' ~ Ton y rakousW Computer & Video Games/Com outer Trade Weekly. 

fc** jf »*- \ ' II s llr walrtiinn 



m 



•loLky. Fight Night has • Qurinau 

| pushed the graphical capabilities of the C64 to its utmost limits" — Zzap 64 November flf a l*WBK 




2 rt 




2* 



Available for 
Commodore 64 

1 1 Cassette £9.95 

^ V^ Disk £14.95 



